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GCSE Geography – A Skills Checklist

You should be able to do the following in a GCSE (AQA A) geography exam:

1. Ordnance Survey & Sketch Maps

	1:50,000 & 1:25,000 (an accurate scale will be included on the map)
	

	Recognize symbols (a full key will be included with the map)
	

	4 figure grid references (identifying a square kilometre)
	

	6 figure grid references (more precise)
	

	Measure straight line distances (string & spare paper is not permitted in the exam)
	

	Measure winding distances (string & spare paper is not permitted in the exam)
	

	Direction
	

	Draw & annotate cross-sections (string & spare paper is not permitted in the exam)
	

	Describe height and slope
	

	Identify simple contour patterns (valley, ridges, hill top, flat land etc.)
	

	Describe drainage patterns
	

	Describe patterns of:  vegetation
	

	     land use
	

	     communications (all forms of transport)
	

	     settlement (rural/urban; nucleated/dispersed/linear; etc.)
	

	Use maps with photographs
	

	Draw & label simple sketch maps
	


2. Atlas Maps

	Latitude & Longitude
	

	Describe patterns & distributions (refer to direction, regions, sizes & distances)
	


3. Topological Diagrams 

	Interpret topological diagrams (e.g. map of the London Underground)
	


4. Photographs

	Aerial (overhead)
	

	Oblique (at an angle)
	

	Satellite images
	

	Sketch diagram from photograph
	


5. Graphs & Charts – Draw, label & interpret:

	Line graph
	

	Bar chart
	

	Scatter graph
	

	Pie chart
	

	Stacked bar/line graphs
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