
Urban Sprawl

Definition

Low density settlement extending beyond the
boundaries of built­up areas (rural­urban fringe),
usually dependent on the use of the car

Causes

LEDCs

Population growth

Rural­urban migration

Lack of control

Spontaneous

Often illegal

MEDCs

Counterurbanisation

The process of population
decentralisation whereby larger
settlements lose people while
smaller settlements in rural
areas and on the city margins
increase in population

Transport improvements
Trams

Trains

Car ownership

Societal change
Divorce & Separations

Longer Life Expectancy

Later marriage

Decentralisation of
offices, industry & retail

Governments
VAT charges on house repairs,
not new developments

Affluence

Mobility

Desire for space / low density living

Quiet

Low crime & pollution

Character of Suburbs

Lower density housing (12 per acre)

Fully equipped
3 bedrooms

Kitchen

Garden

Principles of Ebenezer Howard

Cul­de­sacs

Crescents

Greens

Neighbourhoods

Inter war
4.3 million homes built

31% council

69% private

Private

Mortgages

Lower living costs in 1930s

Low interest rates

Increased public transport

Council

Subsidies

Slum clearance & Relocation

Good quality

Large "symmetrical" estates

Edge Cities

Urban developments, mainly in
the outer suburbs and centred
on businesses and offices

Effects

Positives

Employment
Manageable work force

Jobs for locals

Pleasant, less congested environment

Services
Schools

Shops

Transport

PeopleSlower pace

Less stress

Negatives

Impacts on inner cities (doughnut effect)

Rising house prices

Reduced access to services for old

Urban HydrologyContamination & demands for water supply

Waste disposal

More traffic
Congestion

Air Pollution

Accidents

Loss of character

Loss of countryside
Impact on Greenbelt

Loss of farmland

Habitats

What are the causes & effects of urban sprawl?
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