
Contemporary Rural
Settlement in MEDCs

Rural depopulation

Causes

social exclusion
lack of schools

poor transport

lack of jobs

rural deprivation

poor housing

low pay

highly dependent elderly

benefit dependency

lack of opportunity

poor mobility

rural poverty below average

unable to share conventional lifestyle

Effects

decline of services

food shops
supermarket competition

prices

opening hours

post offices uneconomic

Internet banking takes over

public transport deregulation

uneconomic

village schools ageing population

schools merged

healthcare
doctors

dentists

chemists

population structure

top heavy pyramid

loss of productive workforce

second homes

loss of community function

CASE STUDY: South Oxfordshire Ipsden

CASE STUDY: Gower

emigration of young

opportunities elsewhere

tourist jobs
low pay

seasonal

insecure

Remote Rural: Rhossili

Key Settlement: Reynoldston

Second Homes: Oxwich

counter flow
retired

downsizers

second homers

Add a DEFINITION of Depopulation here

Counterurbanisation

Hierarchic decentralisation

Away from large city
Down settlement hierarchy

Smaller cities, towns and villages
Less congestion

Less crime
Reduced pollution

Better sense of community
Lower prices

Access to services

Causes

Preference for rural areas

Retired
Calm

Cheaper
More attractive

Second homers
Weekenders

Selective Migration ­ affluent groups

Planned decentralisation
New towns

Overspill
Slum clearance

CASE STUDIES
CASE STUDY: South Oxfordshire (Chalgrove Nr Oxford)

CASE STUDY: Kempsey, Nr. Worcester

CASE STUDY: Gower (Bishopstone Nr Swansea)

Impact

Positives

Employment
Manageable workforce

Jobs for locals
Pleasant, less congested environment

Services
Schools

Shops
Transport

PeopleSlower pace
Less stress

Negatives

Rising house prices
Access to services for old often reduced

Mobility
Competition from nearby superstores affecting local services
Social conflict between established residents & newcomers

More traffic
Loss of character

Add a DEFINITION of Counterurbanisation here
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