Sam and Family








Sam lived with her Ma and her Nana and her cat called Paw-Paw.  Next to her family, what Sam liked best were stories.  Some she knew and some she made up, and she was particularly interested in ones about fathers because she didn’t have one.





“You do too have a father,” her Ma said, when she caught Sam talking that way.  “I must have told you a hundred times about how we split up and your Papa went back to Africa.  He has another family now, but he is still your father even though he doesn’t live with us anymore.”





In her school reading books Sam saw that all families had a mother and a father, a boy and a girl, and a dog and a cat.  “Our family is not right,” she told Nana.  “We need a father and a brother and a dog.”





“Well,” said Nana, “I’m not sure how Paw-Paw would feel about a dog.  And what about me?  Are there any Nanas in your school book?” Sam shook her head.  “So do you want me to go?” asked Nana smiling.





“Of course not!” Sam said, hugging her.  





Nana hugged her back. “I’m afraid families are what you make them,” she said.











Now can you answer the following questions?





Sam lived with?





Sam’s father lived in?





When Nana asked Sam if she wanted her to go Sam said?





Nan told Sam, “Families are what…”
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