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Dear Parents

A Long Term!

After the longest Easter Term most of us can remember, the holiday will be a very welcome break for everyone.  However, for our examination candidates in Year 11 and the Sixth Form it will also be an opportunity to finalise their preparations and make good use of the short time that is left, before the exam season starts in earnest.  We wish all our candidates the very best of luck, in the knowledge that the results they achieve are invariably a true reflection of the hard work - and revision - they have put in to their courses.

OFSTED Action Plan

As you know, all schools have to produce an ‘Action Plan’ after their OFSTED inspections.  I am pleased to send you a copy of the action that will be undertaken, following the School’s very successful inspection last November.  A few of the ‘key issues’ either have been, or will be, easily dealt with, while the provision of better buildings for our Design and Technology Department will take a little longer to achieve!  The fact that there are no teaching or learning ‘issues’ that need to be addressed, following the inspection, confirms the outstanding ability and effectiveness of our teachers and the progress of our pupils.  With 98% of the 167 lessons seen during the inspection week ranging from ‘satisfactory’ to ‘excellent’, you can be sure that the education of your sons is in very capable hands.

Intake, September 2000

With virtually all the 175 places available in September having been allocated, the School is once again on the verge of being over-subscribed.  My colleagues and I are very appreciative of the confidence shown by parents in the quality of the School’s teaching and pastoral care, and you can be assured that we will continue to do our utmost on behalf of the pupils we are here to serve.

School Production: ‘Return to the Forbidden Planet’
At the time of writing, the full dress-rehearsal for this space-age musical is taking place, before an audience of 250 primary school children.  We look forward very much to the two evening performances later this week.  With the hard work that the pupils and staff have put in, under the direction of Ms Tyler and Mr Morgan and the musical talent of Mrs Stockwell, I am sure that we will be very well entertained.

Congratulations to our Year 8 Football Team

Also at the time of writing, we are eagerly anticipating the Under 13 Final of the Kent Cup competition on 10 April, at Gravesend and Northfleet FC.  Our talented and well-coached Year 8 footballers have reached the Final, having defeated Temple School (Rochester), Meopham School, Oakwood Park Grammar (Maidstone), Homewood School (Tenterden) and The Harvey Grammar School (Folkestone).  The Final is against St John Rigby School (Bromley).  Win or lose, this is a terrific achievement by a team whose main strength, Mr Komorowski tells me, is their team spirit and support for each other.  It is, as I recall, the first time since 1985 that a Northfleet team has made it to the final of the Kent Cup, and we hope that the boys and their supporters thoroughly enjoy the occasion. 

Help At Your Fingertips

A useful Internet Web Site has been established for parents who wish to help with (or perhaps understand!) their youngsters’ homework.  If you have the technology, the Web address is www.parents.dfee.gov.uk   We shall be looking to develop and upgrade our own Web Site in the coming months, and advice for parents will certainly feature.  More about this in due course.  Our address is www.northfleetboys.kent.sch.uk
Happy Easter!

May I wish all parents a very happy Easter, and remind you that we return to School on Tuesday 2 May, at the normal time.

Yours sincerely

John Hassett MA

Headmaster

	


Mozambique Flood Appeal

Shortly after the flood in Mozambique became known, Year 7 held a fund raising event to help the victims.

Members of 7OY paid to eat Army rations cooked in the open instead of having their usual school lunch.  The other forms bought from a wide range of donated home bakes.  Favourites were a home baked ‘Jacko Bar’ (a mixture of biscuit, raisins and chocolate) and the Army rations Kendal Mint Cake.  In tandem with the Year 7 fund raising, an outside agency held a raffle to boost our efforts and the combined events raised £95.70 to help the flood victims.

V Ford

	YEAR NEWS


Year 7

Shortly after the Easter holidays, parents will be issued with their son’s full subject reports.  A Parents’ Evening with Form Teachers will follow this.  This will be held in late May, and a letter will go home shortly to confirm the arrangements.  Please make every attempt to attend as these evenings prove useful in improving performance.  The last subject teachers evening held for Year 7 was not especially well attended and it would obviously be very much appreciated if those that did not attend the last meeting could make every effort to attend this one.  For those parents who we have seen before, we look forward to meeting you again.

At the time of writing, the result of the Year 7 District Cup football final is not known.  However, it is an excellent achievement to get this far and we offer our very well deserved congratulations to those Year 7 boys involved.  The Year 8’s have gone one better and are in the final of the Kent Cup – it appears that Northfleet boys could well be ‘Kings of Football’ for several years to come!

7TR have finally been deposed as the leaders of the inter-form merit competition.  7OY are now in the lead (by a narrow margin) with 7DS possibly being the dark horse.  It is very nice to see some real competition for a change and perhaps we should all thank 7TR for becoming such a slack class and giving the other forms a chance!  How long before we will have to eat our words…?  Incidentally, this Year 7 group have just passed the previous record of the groups I have had (4 of them) for merit totals.  Although it is easily the largest group, it is still quite an achievement to meet this mark this early – many teachers are showering this crowd with merits.  Well done.

Incidents of being on the wrong playground, thumping and name calling, at last have come down dramatically.  It appears that a level has been found where Year 7 pupils do respond.  Complete removal of free time has done the trick.  In the Summer Term, we hope that this better behaviour will be displayed without having to resort to such threats.  However, we are pleased to see that it is possible for most in the group to behave and this is good news for all.  I would like to thank the pupils for co-operating with us – it makes school far more productive and enjoyable for all.

Well done to Mr Ford and 7OY who raised a lot of money for the Mozambique Flood Appeal.  Your efforts are much appreciated.

The Year 7 team wishes you all a good Easter break.  I, for one, am going nowhere.  I have to prepare for the Summer Half Term, when I am going to visit the official crime capital of the world, Johannesburg, where I was born.  This Easter, I will be practising self defence, dodging bullets, avoiding car-jacking situations and so on, in preparation.

Mr Thomson

Ms N Tyler

Head of Year

Asst Head of Year

	


Year 8

It is that time of term again – Effort 

Reports!  Your son will be receiving his latest effort report at the end of term.  Please take the opportunity to discuss it with him.  His Form Teachers will use it as the basis for his next targets.

It was lovely to see so many of you at our recent Parents’ Evening.  I do hope you found it a valuable and worthwhile evening.  If you were unable to attend and would still like to discuss your son’s report, please contact his Form Teacher.

Year 8 (Cont’d ….)

The Merit competition is still hotly contested, though 8HY do seem to be pulling away from the rest at the time of writing.

The boys are busily involved in organising a wide range of activities to raise funds for the new Learning Resource Centre.  The Year 8 committee consists of Stephen Laws and John Finch (8DY), Joe Bevan-Crust and Daniel Wright (8HY), Ashley Moorey and Mitch Lambert (8KI), Sam Cherry and Mehmet Celebioglu (8NL), Stuart Onyett and Sam Karim (8NS) and Andrew Garwood and Gurvinder Chhoker (8TU).  Joe Bevan-Crust and Sam Karim represent Year 8 on the full School Fund Raising Committee.  Their efforts are greatly appreciated.

A chess tournament is in its early stages.  Details of the winners will be in the next Newsletter.

Finally, our very best wishes go to the Year 8 football team who play their final of the Kent Messenger Shield competition at Gravesend and Northfleet FC on Monday 10 April.

We hope you all have an enjoyable Easter holiday.

Ms J Shuttleworth  Mr M Komorowski

Head of Year
          Asst Head of Year

	


Year 9

By now all boys in Year 9 will have a clear idea of what they need to do to achieve their best in the forthcoming SATs tests.  They have all taken mock tests in English, Maths and Science and have been given their levels in each of these subjects.  They now need to make the most of the revision materials that they have been given and spend some of the Easter holidays revising for the tests that begin on Monday 8 May.

I have told the boys on numerous occasions, going back as far as November, when the tests would be, asking them to remind their parents that, should they be thinking of booking a holiday during term time, could they avoid the week beginning 8 May.  However, some pupils have told me that they will be on holiday during SATs week.  This means the boys will not have an official SATs level for English, Maths and Science and may be put into a lower set for each subject in Year 10.  Boys are put into sets on the basis of their SATs levels.  Please bear this in mind when organising holidays.

Uniform standards have been high for the vast majority of boys in Year 9.  However, there has been an increasing number wearing trainers and ‘forgetting’ ties.  Could the Easter holidays be used to purchase new ties and shoes ready for the final term of the School Year?  If this is not possible, then boys need to have a note to explain why they are wearing incorrect items of clothing.

After the SATs, Year 9 will be getting back to the business of inter-form competitions and already lots of suggestions have been put forward as to what competitions the boys would like to be involved in.  More information to follow.

It is also hoped that a Reward Day will be arranged early on in the Summer Term to the London Eye.  Once again, more details will be forwarded to the boys involved in due course.

Have a restful holiday and boys – remember to revise!

Ms L Donaldson
Mr J Morgan

Head of Year

Asst Head of Year

	


Year 10

As you all read this Newsletter your son may already have attended an interview with one of our Senior Management Team.  This interview was to discuss in fine detail your son’s academic work this year, to review his GCSE potential and discuss possible future plans.  Inevitably there will be some targets to agree for the next twelve months.  This is a very positive meeting with staff who have long experience in bringing out the best in pupils.  This interview should be positive and beneficial for your son.  If there are any questions or queries you may have, please feel free to contact the School.

Work Experience, 19 – 23 June:  As we go to press, I feel the winds of a massive challenge moving forward toward 19 June next term.  As I have already indicated to all parents in previous Newsletters, trying to find quality placements for all 145 pupils is very difficult.  I have obviously contacted a huge number of local companies, large and small, including some at Bluewater.  Responses to my letters and requests have so far proved slow;  I am hoping the firms in our area certainly come up with the goods after Easter or there may be some worries finding placements for all pupils.  One of the big problems with all companies is ensuring that they satisfy Health and Safety regulations so far as ‘youngsters on the premises’ are concerned.  Possibly, understandably, some companies are hesitant about having untrained pupils on premises even with supervision.  Having said all this, I am sure that it will all work out alright in the end and we shall be able to place the large majority of boys in June.

Exams and tests:  These are ongoing throughout the year in IT, French and Science.  Your son should have knowledge of these exams and tests; he can always ask his teacher or Head of Department or Mr O’Shea if he is unsure.  Please can I plead with parents to check about exam dates before booking any holiday date inside term time.  Exam dates are usually set for ONE day only and failure to attend can have a noticeable affect on GCSE final grade.

This term and next term, we hope to arrange a number of days out for those pupils who deserve a ‘pat on the back’ for their continued efforts this year.  Form Teachers will be checking attendance, green forms, and, above all, evidence of continued hard work and enthusiasm in school, both in and out of class.  Hopefully, we will include all abilities of pupils and not just those in the top sets.  Effort and enthusiasm crosses all boundaries.  Those pupils selected for the first of the days out will hear before the

end of term, with more trips to follow.

On a more negative side, I am still concerned with the number of boys wearing trainers around the School, usually with the well worn excuse of blisters or some other foot ailment!  I have heard from one doctor that the best assistance for a foot problem is a stout pair of shoes with a good firm toe, and not soft trainers that can get easily trodden upon and crushed, including the suffering toe!  I would ask all parents to please ensure their sons come to school wearing correct uniform – including black shoes!

Mr T Ide

Mr A Mahfoudh

Head of Year

Asst Head of Year

	


Year 11

Year 11 are now busy with the final preparations for their exams in June.  This period of time will be crucial for them as they settle into their revision programmes and complete final pieces of coursework.

Year 11 (Cont’d ….)

Your son will be issued with an examination timetable and it is crucial that they familiarise themselves with this.  It is also worth noting the importance of being on time for the exams as your son could be refused entry if he arrives late.  As this will be the last Newsletter you receive, unless your son is joining the 6th Form, the Year 11 team would like to thank you for your co-operation over the past two years.  It seems a long time since the start of Year 10 when we took over a new year of fresh faced boys!  However, we are pleased to have seen them develop into young men, even though a few have had their problems along the way.  

Your son’s Form Teachers, Mr Razzak and myself would like to wish all of our pupils every success for the forthcoming exams and beyond.

Mr S Gurr

Mr A Razzak

Head of Year

Asst Head of Year

	


Sixth Form

Members of our Sixth Form enjoyed a visit to Maidstone TV studios last month to be part of a programme starring Chris Tarrant and Dale Winton, but a visit to Calais had to be reorganised after bad weather prevented the ferry from crossing the Channel!

Many of our Sixth Formers are to be thanked for the part they have been playing in assisting with fund raising activities for the Learning Resources Centre.  They have marshalled on sponsored bike rides and counted laps for sponsored swims.  They have also sold raffle tickets, and this is in addition to their usual duties such as escorting parents of new boys around the School.

Neil Saunders is also to be commended for his work at St Botolph’s Primary School, where he has been assisting during swimming lessons.  I received a letter from their Deputy Headteacher praising his responsible and mature manner with their younger children.  Well done, Neil!

Many of our GNVQ students are passing their unit tests with flying colours, so well done to them.  Keep up the good work!

Work experience placements for many of our Sixth Form are currently being organised, and letters have been sent home to parents this week explaining all aspects of this.  Students must ensure reply slips are returned to Mr Johns as soon as possible.

Finally, all applicants from Year 11 for next years Sixth Form have now been interviewed and letters confirming places will be sent out later this term.  We are also being asked to consider students from other schools and colleges for our Sixth Form.  We can only assume that news of our excellent record of success with our Sixth Form courses is spreading through the local community!

Ms C Hurford
Ms A Whitehead

Head of Sixth Form
Asst Head of Year

	


Sainsbury’s Equipment for Schools

Help us to collect free equipment for our School.

For every £10 you spend in Sainsburys, Savacentre and their petrol stations on your Reward Card, you’ll collect 1 School Point for our School in addition to you normal Reward Points.  All you have to do, the next time you shop at Sainsburys, is:

· Pick up a registration form

· Nominate our School on the form

· Fill in your name and Reward Card number

· The School Points you collect will be automatically added to our school total.

If any of your neighbours or relatives would also like to help they can.  Just ask them to nominate our School in-store.

The scheme started on 27 February.  Provided you register and nominate the School before the end of the promotion (21 May), you will earn School Points on all you shopping from 27 February until 21 May.

If you took part in the scheme last year, there is no need to fill in the form.  Your chosen School and Reward Card details will still be held by Sainsburys – you will only need to fill in the registration form if you want to support a new school.

Many thanks to all of you who supported us last year.  Through your efforts we obtained a new laminator for the School.

I do hope you will support us this year.

Miss J Shuttleworth

Head of Art/Year 8

	


Scholastic Book Fair

Don’t forget the Scholastic Book Fair will be coming to the School for the week 21 – 25 May.

There will be many exciting titles at reasonable prices!!
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Visitors to the School

Would parents please note that, where at all possible, appointments should be made to see a member of staff in advance.  

When parents come in to school asking to see teachers without appointments, it is not possible for a teacher to leave his/her lesson.  If you need to see a teacher, please phone the School Secretary who will be happy to make an appointment, or to pass a message on to the teacher concerned. 


Any visitors to the School should always report to the School Office.

	


New Telephone System

Parents will have noticed that the School now has a new automated telephone system.  

In order to save you, and the Office Staff, time, could you please leave a message if you are phoning to report your son absent for any reason.  These messages will be picked up once the early morning rush has died down!

	


Messages – from the Office Staff

Once again, can we please emphasise that only in emergencies should messages be phoned through to the School Office.

Also, it would be most helpful if your son has his packed lunch/dinner money/PE kit before he leaves for school in the morning, as ‘forgotten’ items are still having to be brought in to school.
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HAVE A HAPPY AND RESTFUL EASTER HOLIDAY
Pupils return to School at 8.40am on Tuesday 2 May
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