


Who is he?

What is he doing?

Why?

When?



Benjamin Franklin
1706-90

• flying his kite - lightning research

• doing original scientific research

• using the latest technology

• exciting and real time science

• making sense of data

• (turning it into a classroom resource)



http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/radgeog/



http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/radgeog/







atschool.eduweb.co.uk/radgeog/metlink/schools.html

atschool.eduweb.co.uk/radgeog/cloudwatch/cloudwatch.html



What is Metlink?
• Internet weather project
• open to all levels
• weather recording
• data exchange
• analysis
• projects
• worksheets



80 schools worldwide



40 schools
in UK

Primary &
Secondary



Bors School, Sweden

Bor is a small village (2000 inhabitants)
situated 12 km outside the town of
Varnamo, Sweden. It is surrounded by
large forests, m any small lakes and
farmland.

There are a lot of small factories, many of
them are manufacturing goods for the
rubber, plastic and wood industries.

Distance to the west coast 140 km , east
coast 180 km and south coast 300 km.

Latitude 57.05 N and longitude 14.11 E



Achille Ferris School -Malta Measuring wind speed

Locating other Metlink schools Visit to the local weather station



FINLAND LOW TEMPERATURE
RECORD  27 Jan, 1999
From: " Wili Wilhemson,
Vora School, Finland"

 Hi all once again. I HAVE TO send you a
mail to let you know that the lowest
temperature of the century in Finland has
been registered in Kittila, northern
Finland -51c.

Due to the low temperature and the low
air pressure the car tyres have " frozen" in
a square form, so the cars which still run
behave like rabbits or kangaroos. The
temperature here in Vora is falling all the
time.

Have a warm night!! Best
Regards...........Wili



S.African military helicopters help rescue 
services from flooded villages

23/2/00

At 15hrs this afternoon, 22 Feb 2000, 
eline was located overland roughly 
100km south-west of Beira. she 
continue to move west-north-
westwards at approximately 10km/h 
and it is gradually weakening. 
nevertheless atrong to gale force 
winds may be expected within 200 km 
of the centre.
The heavy rain associated with the 
cyclone is expected to start affecting 
the exteme north-eastern parts of the 
northern province overnight with lihter 
falls spreading outhawrds later 
tomorrow and on thursday.
Note that these weather systems may 
move very erratically making accurate 
predictions very difficult at times. the 
South African weather bureau is 
monitoring the situation closely and 
will keep the public up to date on any 
significant changes.





• live data
• webcams
• movies
• buoys



Study the DTOT movie
15 Jan 2000

1. Suggest reasons for the active
cloud formation over
 Southern  Africa?

2. Why are the westerlies in the
 s. hemisphere so continuous?

3. Why are winds drawn into the
 equator from the tropics?

4. Describe and suggest reasons for
 the weather conditions in N Africa.

5. Why are bands of cloud found
along the Polar fronts?

6. Describe the direction of winds
blowing around depressions in
a) the Northern Hemisphere
b) the Southern Hemisphere?

Metlink worksheets



Check weather charts



Check temperature information



Plot results



Metlink Exercises
Metlink - INDOEX worksheet

Study the infra-red movie which shows weather
systems over Africa and India on 2 Feb 2000.

NB Dark = warmer, Light = colder

 1. Where is it a? coldest and b) hottest? See
Metlink database temperature recordings for
Addis  Abbaba or Muscat.

 2. What season is it in a) India b) South Africa?

 3. What type of cloud may be forming over
northern India and the Himalayas?

 4. Describe the weather conditions in
 a) southern and b) northern India.

Check the Metlink database for conditions
reported by the Bombay American School or
Springdales in New Delhi.

 5. Describe and explain likely weather problems
in SE Africa and offshore in the Mozambique
Channel.

 6. Produce a weather forecast for the
 next 24 hours at:
 a) Bombay
 b) Muscat
 c) American School in Cyprus



Draw charts and maps



Metink Database - spreadsheets



Plot global variations



Best and Worst!
Dominic Evans writes.…

I would like to have been
at Two Boats, Ascension
Island because it has a
pleasant temperature
reaching a maximum of
30 deg C and a minimum
of 20 deg C. It sounds like
a hot tropical paradise in
the middle of the Atlantic
Ocean. There is little wind
and the pressure is high.



Links to Key Skills

• Communication: learn about places

• Number: collect, record, present data

• IT: email, graphs, spreadsheets,databases

• Teamwork: plan, record, interpret, share



National Curriculum links

• observe & record

• exchange data

• explain why places differ

• use of secondary sources

• analyse & evaluate data



Recruit!

atschool.eduweb.co.uk/radgeog/metlink/schools.html 


