Flooding in Mozambique


[image: image1..pict]The floods in Mozambique took place in January 2000 but the consequences of them affected the country for a much longer period. Mozambique is a poor and indebted country. It was first occupied by the Portuguese in the 16th century. After a decade-long guerrilla war, the Portuguese ceded power to the revolutionary Frelimo party and Mozambique became independent in 1975. The countryside is scarred from civil war stemming from the departure of the Portuguese colonists. Up until the floods, the country was getting back on its feet economically. The problems faced by Mozambique were made worse because it is in the LEDW. This means that most of the things that we would expect to have at hand during a disaster were not available to the people of Mozambique. Things such as first aid, food and shelter were difficult to organise and finance.

[image: image2..pict]The dreadful floods in other southern African countries were a main cause of the flooding in Mozambique due to  the immense volume of water which had to drain through Mozambique to reach the sea. The heavy rainstorms and cyclones Eline (hitting Africa on the 22nd February) and Gloria were also major factors. The cyclones were a dreadful disaster which enraged the floods and most certainly contributed hugely. 

During February alone 1,163 mm of rain fell. This is more than 75% of Mozambique’s normal annual rainfall  falling in the space of 3 days. The heavy rain continued for 4 weeks leaving most rivers at their highest recorded levels for 50 years. Even when the rain stopped the effects of flooding were still felt. This was because rainwater from Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana  continued to flow through the Rivers Limpopo, Save and Zambezi. This water also flowed into the Karriba Dam in Zambia. 2 of the 6 floodgates on the Kariba Dam were  opened because of continuing heavy pressure on the dam. If the pressure hadn’t dropped more would have needed to be opened.  Over the next few days, this additional water fed into the Cahora Bassa Dam, putting pressure on the Mozambicans to further increase the outflow into the Zambezi. 4 of the 8 floodgates at Cahorra Bassa were already open. 

The UN said the floods on the Zambezi river were the worst for more than 20 years and covered an estimated area of 2.47 million acres of land - between three or four times the size of the Netherlands. 

The impact of floods was enormous. This was due to the lack of warning systems in place for such an emergency. There were very few people who had access to television and even radios and so rfe people were able to take note of the broadcast warnings and advice. Most people lived at home with no electricity at all. 

Once the floods hit it was also difficult to rescue people because of the remoteness of their location, the lack of helicopters and fuel and the people being unwilling to leave their livestock which provided them with their livelihood. 

The fact that Mozambique is an LEDC had a huge effect on the scale of the disaster. If the floods had taken place in a MEDC there would have been more sophisticated warning systems, better evacuation plans, insurance for buildings and possessions and more money to deal with general problems. 

The table below shows just how different life is in a LEDC to a MEDC.

Many strategies were used to help the people of Mozambique. 
[image: image3..pict]First of all people needed to be evacuated from the rising floodwater. To help with this process the president of South Africa pledged 7 helicopters and 3 planes. Pretoria also provided food and medical supplies to a value of $256,000.

