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GOVERNMENT AIMS:

· Boost morale and support war effort.

· Provide important information and instructions.

· Make sure the press did not publish, and the BBC did not broadcast anything that night be helpful to the enemy.
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Newspapers were closely controlled.  Journalists had to have the censor check their articles prior to publication.  However, most papers readily complied with these measures.  Indeed, they often censored themselves.  They reported bad news such as bomb damage of military defeats, but with encouragement so as not to dent public morale too much.  Any victories were celebrated extremely enthusiastically.

[image: image3.wmf]Some papers were officially censored eg. The Daily Worker  was banned in 1941 for claims that the war was being fought for the bosses rather than a battle for democracy.
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[image: image5.wmf]The BBC was not controlled by the government.  It censored itself and played a key role in informing the public and helping to maintain morale.  The transformation of Dunkirk from a military disaster into a morale-boosting triumph was a good example of the BBC’s power.  By the end of the war, an estimated 25 million people tuned into BBC radio programmes.  Most of the great film, radio and stage stars made programmes to boost the morale of civilians and troops alike.  Comedians such as Tommy Trinder provided comfort by making jokes about wartime hardships and making fun of Hitler.
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[image: image7.wmf]The government also produced propaganda, although it was not the same type as was produced by the Nazis.  Walking around a wartime town you would see posters encouraging food and fuel conservation or to beware of enemy spies.  Film posters for the local Odeon often related to the war.  Films sent a patriotic message, and pre-show newsreels did their bit to boost morale.  Wartime propaganda also used images of the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, very well.  He was undoubtedly an effective war leader but 

Contemporary newsreels, papers and reports made him into an almost legendary figure.


	[image: image8.wmf]
[image: image9.wmf]The government also monitored the mood of the people by using what became known as Mass Observation reports.  Essentially, this involved volunteers (and sometimes police and intelligence agents) listening in on conversations in bars, shops, post offices, cinemas and other places and then writing up reports of what they had heard.
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These reports were then analysed by the Ministry of Information to gauge public sentiments, support etc.
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