
· The USSR was putting pressure on Great Britain and the USA to open up a second front in the West against Germany.  It was hoped this would draw significant numbers of Nazi troops away from the Eastern Front.

· D-Day itself went ahead on 6th June 1944.

· General Dwight D. Eisenhower had overall control of the proceedings.

· The invasion plans were collectively known as Operation Overlord.  They were meticulously planned.

· Through false clues and heavy prior bombing of Calais, the German forces were led to believe that the actual assault would take place at Calais.  Even after it became clear that the true destination was at Normandy, Hitler was still reluctant to withdraw too many troops from Calais in case it was a double-edged attack.

· The Operation was to use 5 key beaches code-named Omaha, Juno, Gold, Sword and Utah.  The heaviest invasion losses on the day were suffered at “Bloody Omaha”.

· Once the Germans had occupied much of northern and western France they had built a series of coastal fortifications known as the Atlantic Wall.

· The Nazi general in charge of these defences and the German military on D-Day was Rommel.

· As well as American and British, the other key Allied forces were made up of Canadians.

· Approximately 150,000 Allied soldiers took part on that first day.

· The Allies had previously floated huge makeshift harbours onto the beaches.  These were known as Mulberries and meant that armoured vehicles could come ashore.

· Specially equipped tanks known as “Funnies” were used to clear the beaches of mines.  These had been planted by the Nazis along with obstacles on the main landing beaches.

· Once the Allies had managed to fight their way into France and capture key towns and ports, the Germans began to retreat more quickly.  When Paris was liberated, Charles de Gaulle, who had been exiled in Britain became the new French leader.

· Despite a damaging pattern of retreat, the Germans launched a last-ditch counter-offensive in the Ardennes in December 1944.  This is also known as the Battle of the Bulge.

Overall, Operation Overlord was a stunning success for the Allied forces.

