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"To speak his thoughts is every freeman's right, In peace and war, in council and in fight." - Alexander Pope, 1688-1744.

· Preparing for war
On 24 August 1939 (a week before Germany invaded Poland), an Emergency Powers Act was rushed through Parliament. The government was presumably confident that the quarrel between Germany and Poland would escalate into war.  Four days later the first emergency regulations under the new Act were published, including the notorious Regulation 18B. This enabled the Home Secretary to detain any person he believed to be of 'hostile origin or association'.  This was the basis of internment.

· There was a worry that there were lots of secret spies in Britain.  Soon after the war started, German and Italian citizens living in Britain were arrested and put in prisoner-of-war camps – even thought some of then had fled Germany and Italy to escape fascism.  Nevertheless, the government felt that their association with this “regime” was a risk that could not be ignored.

· [image: image3.wmf]Even some British citizens who campaigned against the war were interned.  The politician Oswald Mosley is a good example.  He was the extremist leader of the British Union of Fascists, nicknamed “The Blackshirts”.

Oswald Mosley with members of the British Union of Fascists
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Many of the internees spent time in the notorious Camp 020 at Ham Common. This was a secret camp not disclosed to the International Red Cross, not surprisingly as it subjected its victims to long periods of solitary confinement and intense psychological torture in order to obtain 'confessions' or information.

· By the summer of 1941 the scare had died down, and only about 5,000 internees were kept in prison.
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Ministry of Information photograph showing “enemy aliens” being rounded up in a northern town.  They are carrying their belongings on the way to an internment camp.
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