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Bavarian Communist Uprising November 1918 – May 1919. Attempted to create a Bavarian Soviet Republic.





The Spartacist Uprising in Berlin 1919. Tried to set up a Communist state in Germany. Leaders Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht executed.





The Kapp Putsch 1920.


A right-wing attempted military takeover in Berlin by the Freikorps. Aimed to destroy Weimar Republic and the threat of communism.





Munich Putsch 1923.


The Nazi Party’s first failed attempt to seize control of Munich in Bavaria before taking power in the rest of Germany. Hitler sent to prison.





Who will control Germany? Germany in chaos 1919-1923





Chaos erupted in Germany following the signing of the armistice on 11th November 1918. The Kaiser fled and Friedrich Ebert, the leader of the Social Democratic Party, declared the new democratic German Republic. The government should have met in the capital city Berlin, but in early 1919 this was the scene of a communist uprising known as the Spartacist Revolt. As a result the new government met in Weimar and thus became known as the Weimar Republic. 





To survive, Ebert’s government had to crush the Spartacists. Using nationalistic ex-soldiers known as the Freikorps (Free corps), the Weimar Republic defeated the Spartacists. In the same year, the Weimar Republic faced a similar communist revolt in Bavaria, which was also defeated. In 1920 the Freikorps themselves attempted a right-wing takeover in Berlin known as the Kapp Putsch. Following the French invasion of the industrial heart of Germany, the Ruhr, in 1923, another right-wing nationalist coup was tried in Munich by the Nazi Party. It failed. The period 1919-1923 was a difficult time for the new democratic Weimar Republic. Democracy was weak and both communists and right-wing nationalists believed they had the answers to Germany’s problems. Against the odds the Weimar Republic survived from 1919-1933.





French and Belgian invasion of the Ruhr 1923 to secure reparations payments
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