Hitler’s Foreign Policy 1933-1939

When Germany lost the First World War, it was forced to sign the Treaty of Versailles. 

Treaty of Versailles 1919

1. Germany had to take the blame for the war

2. Germany had to pay reparations.

3. Germany had to cut its army to 100,000 soldiers, and have no tanks, submarines or airforce.

4. Germany was not allowed soldiers in the Rhineland.

5. Germany was forbidden to unite with Austria.

6. Germany lost land to Poland.

7. Germany lost all it’s territory overseas.

When he came to power in 1933 Hitler promised to get back all that was lost by the treaty. Hitler promised also to make Germany powerful and to gain extra lands for the Aryan master-race.

In 1934, Hitler introduced conscription for the army. He ordered the build up of submarines, tanks and an airforce. 

In 1936, Hitler put soldiers into the Rhineland. Many people in Britain thought this was only fair. Why shouldn’t Hitler be able to defend Germany?

In 1938, Hitler forced Austria to unite with Germany. This seemed to be popular with many Austrians. Britain let Hitler do this. Nobody in Britain wanted a war with Germany.

Later on in 1938 Hitler forced Czechoslovakia to give up a part of it’s land called the Sudetenland. Many Germans lived in the Sudetenland. Britain’s Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, let Hitler have all of his demands. This was called appeasement. Chamberlain believed that if Hitler got what he wanted, Britain could avoid war with Germany.

In March 1939, Hitler invaded the rest of Czechoslovakia, although he promised Chamberlain he would not. In August 1939, Hitler invaded Poland. Chamberlain decided enough was enough and declared war on Germany. This was the start of the Second World War.
A. On your copy of the map, shade the following areas and make sure they are clearly labelled:

· Germany

· The Rhineland

· Austria

· Sudetenland

· Czechoslovakia

· Poland

B. Look at the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. Which parts of the treaty did Hitler break?

C. What was the name for Chamberlain’s policy of letting Hitler have what he wanted in return for peace?

D. Do you think Chamberlain was clever or foolish? Explain your answer.

E. Draw a timeline in your book. This should be from 1933-1939. For each date label what happened.

