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	· Hitler felt that November 1923 was the right time for the Nazis to try to seize control because the conditions in Germany were very poor due to the hyperinflation crisis caused by sky high reparations payments.  An extremist political party such as the right wing Nazis felt the time was ripe for them to strike because the government was so unpopular.  They wanted to replace the Weimar democracy with a strong central government, and felt this could be achieved by force (a putsch).
· Hitler was confident that he would have the support of the Republic’s army because the high-ranking General Ludendorff had shown sympathy with Nazi ideas.  Unfortunately Hitler over-estimated this support.

· The first stages of the Munich Putsch appeared to go well for the Nazis because General Ludendorff arrived at the beer hall and persuaded the Bavarian leader Gustav von Kahr to support the putsch.  Hitler had stormed the building with 600 Stormtroopers and tried to force Kahr to accept his authority.

· However, the next day the putsch failed because Kahr changed his mind and alerted the police to what the Nazis had done.  As the Nazis marched into the centre of Munich they were blocked by armed police and soldiers – 16 Nazis  and 3 policemen were killed.  

· Hitler had thought the putsch would be a success but actually he was arrested along with Ludendorff and other Nazi leaders.  Hitler had over-estimated the amount of support he would get from the army.  Instead they stayed loyal to the Weimar government.

· Ironically the putsch managed to have some degree of success because Hitler used the trial as a public platform to put forward his ideas and to condemn the Weimar Republic.  The trial made him a national and international figure.  Suddenly this low level extremist politician (who liked cream cakes!) was a recognised figure.  This publicity enabled him to have a voice.  Also, whilst serving time in jail, Hitler wrote his infamous book “Mein Kampf” (My Struggle).  He dedicated it to those Nazis who had died at the putsch, and so made the event even more notorious. 
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1. Look at the cartoon.  What sort of information does it give you about the reasons for the failure of the Munich Putsch – be detailed in your answer.
	“ If our putsch was high treason then Kahr must have been committing high treason along with us, for during all these weeks we talked of nothing but the aims of which we now stand accused.

I alone bear the responsibility for the putsch but I am not a criminal because of that.  There is no such thing as high treason against the traitors of 1918.  I only wanted what’s best for the German people.”

This is part of the evidence which Hitler gave at his trial.  Kahr was a chief witness for the prosecution.


2. Look at the trial evidence.  What exactly was Hitler trying to say about Kahr?
3. Why did Hitler feel that being accused of high treason was unfair? – again be detailed and use your existing knowledge to answer this.
4.                                                                                                               4.    Following the “failure” of 

                                                                                                     the putsch Hitler decided


that he would change his


tactics.  What does this


source imply about his


plans?

5.
Even though Hitler failed to seize power in 1923 he later said that the    Munich Putsch had been a TURNING POINT in his career.  Can you explain why?

This cartoon appeared in the magazine Simpliccimus on 17th March 1924.  It shows Hitler sitting on the shoulders of the head of the police, who in turn is sitting on the shoulders of Gustav von Karh.  Hitler is setting light to the roof of the building but von Kahr calls out to a policeman, “Officer, arrest that arsonist up there!”





“ When I resume active work, it will be necessary to pursue a new policy.  Instead of working to achieve  power by an armed coup, we will have to hold our noses and enter the Reichstag against Catholic and Communist members.  If outvoting them takes longer than outshooting them, at least the result will be guaranteed by their own constitution.  Sooner or later we shall have a majority and after that – Germany.”





This is part of a conversation that Hitler had with Kurt Ludecke.








