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On February 27th 1933, the Reichstag building was set on fire.  You studied the   case, and found that some of the evidence was confusing.  However, whereas there may have been doubt over who was responsible for the fire, its results are not in doubt.   Hitler immediately claimed that the fire was proof of a Communist plot to take control of the government.

· Hitler persuaded President Hindenburg to sign an emergency decree called ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

· The decree meant an end to all the freedoms guaranteed in the …………………………………………………

and gave the …………………………….. total control.  

· Working with the ……………………………. the police arrested  ………………………………… leaders and detained them without trial.

· Meetings of the  ……………………………………………… were broken up, and their newspapers closed down.  

· In the midst of this violence, the Nazi …………………………………………… machine encouraged German people to vote for the Nazis.  There were …………………………………………………………………………..

· Hitler was quick to call an …………………………………………  He felt confident of victory seeing as both ………………………………………… and …………………………………… were banned from taking part in the election campaign. 

· The election took place in March.  Hitler did not get the number of votes he needed, but he did get over a 50% ………………………………………..  in the ………………………………………

Results of the March 1933 election.

	Communists
	81 seats

	Social Democrats
	120 seats

	Centre Party
	74 seats

	National Party
	52 seats

	Other Parties
	32 seats

	Nazi Party
	288 seats


YOUR TASK :



Can you use these figures to produce your own graph of the 


election results?

“ This  act  of  arson  is  the  most  outrageous  act yet  committed  by  Communism  in  Germany.  The  burning  of  the  Reichstag  was  to  have been  the  signal  for  a  bloody  uprising  and civil  war!”








