
Germany’s resentment and bitterness in the early 1920’s.





( Study the information below.  Then, answer the following questions making sure that you explain everything fully.





Who were the ‘November Criminals’?


What exactly was the ‘Stab in the back’ theory?  Do you think the government was used as a scapegoat?  Give reasons for your answer.


Why were the German people so resentful in the 1920s? – (discuss the timing behind the Weimar Republic and its principles).





The Stab in the Back.


The Treaty left many German people feeling humiliated and wanting revenge for the way that the Allies had treated their country.  The size of the reparations threatened to make very German poor.  Many Germans blamed the new government for signing the armistice that had led to the treaty.  They referred to the government as the ‘November Criminals’, a reference to the fact that the armistice was signed on 11th November.  The government was accused of having stabbed the German army in the back.  In other words the German army would have won the war if the armistice hadn’t been signed.  This, of course, was not true.  However, the fact that many Germans came to believe this ‘stab in the back’ theory meant that the new democratic government was blamed for the humiliation of Versailles.  It might have been more accurate to blame the Kaiser for leading Germany into the war, or the army leaders for losing the war.  However, it was the government that was blamed. 





Reasons for bitterness and resentment in Germany.


Germans were horrified when they discovered the terms of the Treaty of Versailles.  They did not believe they had started the war, and saw no reason why they should be blamed.  They did not even believe they had lost the war.  The Germans had agreed to an armistice but expected there to be negotiations.   Many Germans were outraged when Germany was not even represented at the discussions to sort out a  peace settlement.  The Allies blamed Germany for the war, but the person who could be held responsible, Kaiser Wilhelm II, had fled the country, which now had a new democratic government (the Weimar Republic).  Surely the Allies would want to support this.  They were democratic themselves, and there was the threat of communism spreading from Russia.





Period of Crisis, 1918-23.


During this 5 year period, the newly formed Weimar Republic survived some serious crises.  From both the left and the right came putsches (revolts), assassinations and anti-government propaganda.  The economy, already weakened by the war effort, was further damaged by demands for reparations from the Allies and by terrifying inflation.  And always the Weimar governments were baited about the stab in the back and the punishing Treaty which they had signed.





November Criminals.


Many Germans did not want their new government to sign the peace settlement.  They believed they had been stabbed in the back by the November Criminals – those who had agreed to end the fighting in November 1918.  They were happy to believe their country had been betrayed by cowards or those whom many thought might be disloyal to the country, like the Jews.  Once Hitler had got into power in 1933, this was an idea that he exploited to its most horrifying limits.








