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The cities were still there, the houses not yet bombed and in ruins, but the victims were millions of people. They had lost their fortunes, their savings; they were dazed and inflation-shocked and did not understand how it had happened to them and who the foe was who had defeated them. Yet they had lost their self-assurance, their feeling that they themselves could be the masters of their own lives if only they worked hard enough; and lost, too, were the old values of morals, of ethics, of decency.








American author Pearl Buck on the effects of hyperinflation in Germany in 1923








How useful is this source to an historian studying the effects of the 1923 hyperinflation on the fortunes of the Weimar Republic?





(Evaluation: what does it tell you, what doesn’t it tell you. Does the provenance affect usefulness? Are there any limitations? In what ways could this source be useful?)








