







The President


Elected every seven years





The Chancellor


Appointed by the President from the Reichstag. The person chosen as Chancellor had to have a majority of seats in the Reichstag





The Houses of Parliament








The Reichstag


The Lower House. Each member was elected by the German people through proportional representation. If a party got a fifth of all the votes it would get a fifth of the seats. 








The Reichsrat


The Upper House. Each state of Germany e.g. Bavaria or Prussia would send representatives.





The German People


All adults over 20 had the democratic right to vote for members of the Reichstag. They enjoyed freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom of belief and freedom from arbitrary arrest for the first time in Germany’s history.





The States


Each German state kept its own government, but they had little power. National laws overruled local state laws.





Article 48


In an emergency the President could make laws without the Reichstag











