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By 1938, Hitler had successfully rebuilt the German armed forces; he had secured his western borders be remilitarising the Rhineland; he had secured friendship with Mussolini via the Rome-Berlin axis and he was convinced that Britain and France were happy to appease him. 

Without a shot being fired, Hitler sent his troops into Austria and annexed it. This was a clear violation of the Treaty of Versailles, which had banned such a union, or Anschluss. Hitler’s most cherished ambition had been fulfilled. He could now set about pursuing even more adventurous foreign policies.
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In 1934 Hitler attempted his long-desired union between Germany and Austria. To start the coup, Austrian Nazis murdered the Austrian Chancellor Dollfuss, but it failed.





In 1934, Mussolini saw Austria as his sphere of influence and moved Italian troops up to the border with Austria. Hitler was not strong enough to force the issue and backed down. Italy seemed to be falling into line with Britain and France in this maintenance of the Treaty of Versailles. This friendship was known as the Stresa Front. It gave Mussolini the (mistaken) impression that he had backing from Britain and France for his attack on Abyssinia in 1935.





It stands me in good stead today that Fate decided that Braunau-on-the-Inn should be my birthplace. That little town lies on the frontier between the two German states, the reunion of which we younger ones regard as a work worthy of accomplishment by all the means in our power.





German-Austria will have to return to the great German Motherland, but not for economic reasons. Common blood should belong to a common Reich. The German people have no right to dabble in a colonial policy as long as they are unable to gather their own sons in a common state. Not till the confines of the Reich include every single German, and are certain of being able to nourish him, can there be a moral right for Germany to acquire territory abroad whilst her people are in need.





Are we not the same as all other Germans? Do we not all belong together? As a child I was obliged with secret envy to accept the fact that all Germans were not so fortunate as to be members of Bismarck’s Empire.





In the course of this book, I shall have to deal exhaustively with this problem. It is enough to state here that from my earliest youth I was convinced Austria’s destruction was a necessary condition for the security of the German race.





Opening words of Mein Kampf 1925














Why does Hitler use the word ‘reunion’?








Why does Hitler call Austria and Germany ‘two German states’?





What does Hitler mean by this section?





What does Hitler imply by the use of the phrase ‘German Motherland’?





What does Hitler mean by ‘Austria’s destruction’?





What might Hitler mean by the phrase ‘security of the German race’?





I will never forget it, whatever may happen. If Mussolini should ever need any help, or be in danger, he can be convinced that I shall stick to him whatever may happen, even if the whole world were against him.





Hitler expresses his gratitude to Mussolini in 1938 for supporting the Austrian anschluss.





Why was the Anschluss with Austria so significant for Hitler’s foreign policy between 1938-1939?





Austria
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