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The reunion of Germany and Austria is our life task, to be carried out by every means possible at our disposal. – Hitler in Mein Kampf, 1925.

1) Why did Hitler so passionately desire anschluss with Austria?

2) What did Hitler imply by ‘to be carried out by every means possible at our disposal’?

Hitler ‘invited’ the Austrian Chancellor to meet him at his mountain retreat at Berchtesgarden in March 1938. He demanded that the Austrian Chancellor accept three Austrian Nazis as ministers:

You, Herr Schuschnigg, have done everything to avoid a friendly policy. The German Reich is one of the Great Powers and no one will raise his voice if it settles its border problems. Italy? I see eye to eye with Mussolini. England? England will not move one finger for Austria. France? France could have stopped Germany in the Rhineland, but it is too late for France. Think it over, Herr Schuschnigg, think it over well. I can only wait until this afternoon.

3) What was the tone of Hitler’s demands? 

4) Explain how Hitler was confident that Britain, France and Italy would/could not prevent the anschluss.
Von Papen, German Ambassador to Austria recorded a meeting between Hitler and Schuschnigg. At the end of the meeting, Hitler demanded that Schuschnigg accept his ultimatum:

Hitler finally presented an ultimatum, and threatened to march into Austria if his demands were not met. When Schuschnigg left the office to take advice, Hitler could be heard shouting behind the open door: ‘General Keitel. Where is General Keitel? Tell him to come here at once!’ General Keitel was chief of the German High Command. Keitel came hurrying up. He told us later that when he presented himself and asked for orders, Hitler grinned and said: ‘There are no orders. I just wanted you here.’

5) Why do you think Hitler wanted to be surrounded by generals when he gave his ultimatum to Chancellor Schuschnigg?

Schuschnigg was desperate. He tried to order a plebiscite, or vote, to see if the Austrian people wanted anschluss with Germany. Hitler could not allow this, in case the results went against him. On 14th March 1938, Germany invaded Austria. A plebiscite was held after the event and 99.75% agreed with the union!

How would Britain and France respond?
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6) How did Chamberlain justify Britain’s inaction over the anschluss to the House of Commons?

With hindsight, it might seem clear that something should have been done to stop Hitler’s anschluss with Austria. But at the time people in Britain had mixed views of Hitler’s actions:





The sooner we rid ourselves of all our silly and unfounded prejudices against this much misrepresented people, and seek to act rather on a basis of toleration than of hatred, the safer will be our own skins in future years.





It is quite untrue that we have ever given Germany our assent or our encouragement to the absorption of Austria into the German Reich. The hard fact is that nothing could have arrested this action unless we, and others with us, had been prepared to use force to prevent it.





Neville Chamberlain, British PM 1937-40, to the House of Commons





Should we fight in a vain attempt to preserve a state of things, which never ought to have been created by the botching state-craft of Versailles.





J.L. Garvin: 


Editor of ‘The Observer’





Articles in the same British school magazine 1938





The dictators have ruthlessly torn up the Treaty of Versailles, which they signed. They have broken every pledge and agreement since and we can trust them no longer. They have violently taken possession of Austria and of Abyssinia. They have fooled the League of Nations….maltreated Jews and all minorities and, and now they are in Spain! Let us declare war on them now – before they get too strong. Our imperial interests are threatened in Africa, Spain, the Mediterranean and in Central Europe. The policy of Hitler and Mussolini is directed against Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Russia, France and ultimately ourselves. We must ally ourselves with France, Russia, with all democratic powers and prepare, if necessary for war.





I give you my word of honour that Czechoslovakia has nothing to fear from the Reich.








