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· At the conferences of Yalta and Potsdam the West had agreed to Stalin’s demands that Germany be made to pay reparations for the war damage.  The majority of this was to go to the Soviet Union.
· However, they soon had a change of heart, WHY?
· The West decided to go full steam ahead with the re-strengthening of Western Europe as a whole.  As Germany had suffered most from the War, a new German currency was planned – the Deutschmark.
· How do you think the Soviet Union reacted?
· [image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]Berlin, the capital of Germany was divided into 4 zones of occupation, just like the rest of the country.  As the city was in the Soviet zone, the West depended on the USSR to keep open the routes in and out of the city.  However, suspicions were escalating between the two sides.
· Stalin continued to extract reparations from the Soviet zone of Germany.
· Whilst the Soviet sector was being weakened, what was happening to the Western zones?
· By 1948 Britain, France and America had joined their zones together.  With the new currency in the pipeline, Stalin was shocked.  He saw a prosperous Germany in the West as a threat to the USSR.  
· How did Stalin respond to this threat?
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· Stalin closed all roads, canals and railways between the West and West Berlin on 24th June 1948.  Stalin wanted to force the West to give up West Berlin by starving the 2 million inhabitants, who had only enough food and fuel to last 6 weeks.  Truman was faced with a difficult decision……
· What were his two main options, and what might the likely results be?
· In the end, a less aggressive policy was devised to keep the people of Berlin from starving.  The British and Americans flew in supplies.
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· West Berliners needed over 4,000 tons of fuel, food and other supplies each day if they were to survive the Blockade.  The Allies used the three air corridors established in 1945.  The first flight left two days after the Blockade but the amount of supplies carried was hardly adequate.

· However, by September, aircraft were landing in Berlin every three minutes, day and night.  The Soviets put on more pressure by cutting off electricity supplies, and offering Berliners extra rations if they would move into East Berlin.  Only 2% of the population did this.

· What does this statistic prove to you about the attitudes of the West Berliners?
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Stalin realised the Allies were determined to keep the airlift going.  He could only stop it by shooting down the planes.  

Stalin is shown in this cartoon entitled “The   Birdwatcher”.

· Why do you think he is not portrayed as actually using his gun?
· Stalin called off the Blockade in May 1949.  The West had shown how determined it was to resist Communism.  The Blockade had been costly to the West regarding the number of men killed in aviation accidents, but it had helped to heal the ill-feeling between the Americans and the defeated Germans in the West.
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· How and why do the above sources differ in their view of the Berlin Blockade?
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“ When we refused to be forced out of Berlin, we demonstrated to Europe that we would act when freedom was threatened.  This action (the Blockade) was a Russian plan to probe the soft spots in the Western Allies’ positions.”





“ The crisis was planned in Washington, behind a smoke-screen of anti-Soviet propaganda.  In 1948 there was the danger of war.  The conduct of the Western powers risked bloody incidents.  The self-blockade of the Western powers hit the West Berlin population with harshness.  The people were freezing and starving.  In the spring of 1949 the USA was forced to yield; their war plans came to nothing.”





At the height of the Berlin Airlift, two groups of aircraft flew in four-hour blocks around the clock. While one group of aircraft was loaded and serviced, the other group was in the air. On the 264-mile route, 32 aircraft were in the air simultaneously. In the photo, activity supports a plane taking off and landing every 90 seconds in Berlin.





Lt. Gail S. Halvorsen’s bunk becomes a factory for miniature parachutes weighted with chocolate bars, 1948. Halvorsen became famous for his Operation "Little Vittles" -- dropping candy to children in Berlin.





A new game for the children: re-constructing Tempelhof, 1948.  This was one of the key airports from which the airlifts took place.








_1106411555.bin

_1106411605.bin

_1106411453.bin

