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Germany’s Involvement in the Spanish Civil War, 1936.

Hitler lent support in the form of troops and the Condor Legion of bombers to the Nationalist fighters led by General Franco.  In 1937 this legion carried out the first ever full scale air bombing of a city.  They chose to “practice” on the Basque town of Guernica.  The town was obliterated, and burned for 3 days afterwards.  The horror of the attack was the inspiration behind this painting of Picasso’s.  He was appalled at what he had seen in the streets and this became the focus of his work.  The piece took him 3 months and was first displayed at an exhibition in Paris.

