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1934 – Hitler attempted a union with Austria, but failed. At this point, the Italian dictator Mussolini saw Austria as part of his sphere of influence and moved Italian troops to the Austrian border to prevent German aggression. Britain and France joined Italy in the Stresa Front, an attempt to limit Hitler’s territorial ambitions. Hitler realised that he would have to win Mussolini’s support if Germany were to successfully annexe Austria.
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1936 – Hitler remilitarised the Rhineland. German troops were moved into the Rhineland, on the borders of France and Belgium. This was a contravention of the Treaty of Versailles, but Britain and France were unwilling to go to war over the matter. Italy had dropped out of the Stresa Front and was moving towards alliance with Germany, which gave Hitler confidence to attempt this action. Many historians see this as a turning point. Should Britain and France have stood up to Hitler at this point?
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1938 – With Mussolini’s full support Hitler succeeded in annexing Austria. The Anschluss gave the German Reich increased population and industrial capacity. Western Czechoslovakia became surrounded by Germany on three sides.
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Autumn 1938 – Hitler demanded the Sudetenland from Czechoslovakia. Under extreme pressure, Britain and France agreed to these demands at Munich, on the understanding that Hitler would take only the Sudetenland and that the rest of Czechoslovakia would be left unharmed.
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March 1939 – Hitler broke the Munich agreement and invaded the rest of Czechoslovakia. Western Czechoslovakia was added to the Reich, Slovkia in the East became a puppet state under Nazi domination 

August 1939 – Hitler demanded the return of the Polish Corridor to Germany. In 

September the Germans invaded Poland from the West (Russia from the East) and the Second World War began when Britain and France declared war on Germany in retaliation.

Key Events





Murder of Austrian Chancellor Dollfuss by Austrian Nazis





Stresa Front (Britain, France & Italy) hold firm against Hitler





After all, they are only going into their own back garden


Lord Lothian





I will never forget it, whatever may happen. If Mussolini should ever need any help, or be in danger, he can be convinced that I shall stick to him whatever may happen, even if the whole world were against him.





Hitler expresses his gratitude to Mussolini after the Anschluss with Austria





Key Event





Hitler meets Chamberlain at Munich, 1938. War is avoided but Czechoslovakia is dismantled.





Chamberlain returned to Britain proclaiming ‘Peace in our time’





Everything that I have worked for, everything that I have hoped for, everything that I have believed in during my public life, has crashed into ruins.





Chamberlain, 3rd September 1939
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