	New terms:

SUMMIT – meeting of the major world powers.

DESTALINISATION – dismantling Stalin’s tyranny.

CO-EXISTENCE – living together.

ECONOMIC AID – money given to a country to help build up its economy.
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· Stalin died in 1953.  Despite his widespread control he was hated all over eastern Europe.  When they heard he was dead, people in East Berlin rioted.
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· After a short struggle for power, KHRUSHCHEV became the new Soviet leader.
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At first, there was a positive feeling at the change in Soviet 


leadership.

· [image: image5.wmf]The Western powers hoped that Khrushchev would be the start of a “thaw” in the Cold War.
1.  Khrushchev often met western leaders at summit meetings – this showed a willingness to discuss.

2. Stalin had made all Communist countries do what he wanted – and he had fallen out with President Tito of Yugoslavia.  But in 1955 Khrushchev went to Yugoslavia………
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Western leaders thought he would no longer insist that all communist countries could take orders from Russia.

3. In a speech in 1956, Khrushchev attacked Stalin, saying that Stalin was a murderer and a tyrant.  Khrushchev began to “de-stalinise” Russia.  Political prisoners were set free and Beria (Stalin’s Chief of Secret Police) was executed.

4.  Khrushchev said that he wanted “PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE” with the West.  Western leaders hoped this meant the end of the Cold War.
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· This is a Russian cartoon of Krushchev.  What is he doing?
· What does the snowman represent?

· What is the meaning of the cartoon/
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The satellite states of Eastern Europe also expected changes.  Destalinisation within the Soviet Union encouraged them to demand concessions to try to weaken Soviet influence.
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[image: image17.wmf]However, negative feelings about the rule of Khrushchev soon began to emerge.

	Khrushchev could not afford to grant widespread concessions to satellite states because he feared that they might weaken communism as a whole in eastern Europe and destroy the buffer against the West.  He, like Stalin, was not prepared to compromise the security of the USSR.

When revolts against Soviet control took place in East Germany in 1953 and Poland and Hungary in 1956, they were ruthlessly suppressed.  THE “THAW” HAD ENDED.




· The West quickly realised that Khrushchev actually meant peaceful  COMPETITION  not CO-EXISTENCE.

· He was determined to show that communism could compete with, AND BEAT, the West.









- Why might East Berliners have been particularly resentful of Stalin?





“  There are different roads to communism………”





“ You do not like Communism.  We do not like capitalism.  There is only one way out – peaceful co-existence.”





Khrushchev speaking on a visit to Britain in 1956.





What is your understanding of this speech?





Khrushchev once said that Communism and capitalism would only agree “ when shrimps learned to whistle.”
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Imagine that you are a reporter for a national paper in either Britain, the USA or Eastern Europe.  Your aim is to design a front page spread for 1953 that conveys the sense of hope for a Cold War thaw now that Stalin is dead and Khrushchev is the new leader.
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The Soviets set out to challenge the domination of the USA in sport, especially the Olympic games.
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Khrushchev undertook high-profile visits across the globe to meet foreign leaders and offered aid to newly independent Third World states.  This was deliberately raising the political profile of the USSR.





The USSR challenged the West’s lead in nuclear weapons.  It exploded its first atomic bomb in 1949, four years after the USA.  Its first hydrogen bomb was exploded less than a year after the USA.  The nuclear race was developing and further aggravated tensions.
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Khrushchev engaged in a space race with the USA in order to demonstrate technological superiority.  The Soviets launched the first satellite, Sputnik, in 1957.  In the same year they put a dog into space, and in 1961 they put the first man into space.  They had taken an early lead in the space race.
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Imagine that you are a reporter for a national paper in either Britain, the USA or a Soviet satellite state.  Your aim is to produce a front page spread to show how the hopes of a prolonged thaw, have begun to freeze over again.
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