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· Despite Britain’s promise to protect Poland in the face of a German invasion, the country best poised to act was the Soviet Union.  Britain and the USSR talked of forming an alliance throughout the summer of 1939.  The British delayed things.  Poland was as much afraid of an invasion by the USSR as it was from Germany, and so was unwilling to trust their offer of help.
· Hitler’s policy of Lebensraum involved conquering territory in Eastern Europe, including the USSR.  Coupled with his hatred of Communism he would almost certainly be attacking the USSR at some stage.  So, the world was shocked when, on 23rd August 1939, the two “enemies” signed the Nazi-Soviet Pact.
· The Pact brought war closer.  Both countries agreed not to attack each other.  More shockingly, they had secret clauses to divide up Poland between them.  Germany was to attack Poland from the West, the USSR from the East.  Hitler was sure that Britain and France would not be honouring their promise over Poland – he felt ready to attack.





The Anglo-French plan was to direct Germany towards the east and involve Hitler in conflict with the Soviet Union.  Munich and the negotiations of 1939 provided clear proof of the unwillingness of the French and British governments to form an anti-Hitler alliance.  The treaty with Germany was a step which the USSR was forced to take in the difficult situation that had come about in the summer of 1939.  The Soviet government realised Hitler’s aims and understood the treaty would only bring about a breathing space which would give them time to carry through the political and military measures needed in order to ensure the country’s security.


A Soviet historian writing in 1969 about the reasons behind the Russian signing of the Nazi-Soviet Pact.





Scum of the earth  I believe.





Bloody assassin of the workers I presume?





This British cartoon of 1939 shows Hitler and Stalin.


- What elements indicate they are allied?











- What indicates that the alliance is unlikely to last?











- What do the storm clouds in the  background symbolise?








- What does the dead figure in the middle represent?








