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	KEY WORDS.

Colonies – overseas countries ruled by a European nation.

Disarmament – where countries agree to reduce their weapons.

Self-determination – the right of nations to rule themselves.


Georges Clemenceau, Woodrow Wilson, and David Lloyd George – the Big Three.  All three men wanted to stop a war ever happening again, but they did not agree about how to do this. They wanted different things from the peace and they did not get on well.  However, there were a number of problems associated with the treatment of Germany that had to be discussed and decided upon.

	“ America is far away, protected by the ocean.  Not even Napoleon himself could touch England.  You are both sheltered, we are not.”

Georges Clemenceau, debating with Wilson and Lloyd George in march 1919.  Wilson  had pressed Clemenceau to consider a policy of MODERATION.
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	DID YOU KNOW? – Clemenceau summed up his attitude thus : “ There are 20 million Germans too many!”




GEORGES CLEMENCEAU – He wanted revenge, and to punish the Germans for what they had done.  He wanted to make Germany pay for the war damage.  He also wanted to weaken Germany, so France would never be invaded again.


 

	· TASK 1.

Imagine you are Georges Clemenceau.  Making specific reference to the sources and information provided, and making use of your existing knowledge, consider the answers you would have given to the following Versailles problems.  Remember to make your justifications clear.

a. What should happen to the German army?

b. How much should Germany be asked to pay for the damage done during the war?

c. How much land should Germany lose?

d. Should the Treaty blame Germany for the war?

e. What might be the best way to stop a war ever happening again?




  WOODROW WILSON was the American President.  He was a History Professor.  He wanted to make the world safe.  He wanted to end war by making a fair peace.  

   In 1918, Wilson published ‘Fourteen Points’ saying what he wanted.

He said that he wanted disarmament, and  a League of Nations (where countries would talk about their problems, without war).

   He also promised self-determination for the peoples of Eastern  Europe. 

	“ We have assembled here for two purposes – to make the peace settlements, and also to secure the future peace of the world.”

          Woodrow Wilson, speaking at the Versailles Conference (January 1919).


	· TASK 2.

Imagine you are Woodrow Wilson.  Carry out exactly the same process as in 

Task 1.  Make your feelings and reasoning clear.




DAVID LLOYD GEORGE was the British Prime Minister.  He said  he would ‘make Germany pay’ – because he knew that was what the British people wanted to hear.

He wanted ‘justice’, but he did not want revenge.  He said that the peace must not be harsh – that would just cause another war in a few years time.

He tried to get a ‘halfway point’  - a compromise between Wilson and Clemenceau.


	“ We want a peace that which will be just, but not vindictive ……… Above all, we want to protect the future against a repetition of the horrors of this war.”

       Lloyd George speaking to Parliament (1919) before he went to the Conference. 


	· TASK 3.

Imagine you are David Lloyd George.  Carry out exactly the same process as in 

Tasks 1 and 2.  Make your feelings and reasoning clear.



