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COMINFORM – This was also known as the Communist Information Bureau.  It was established in 1947 to counter-act the Marshall Plan from the USA.  This institution was supposed to provide ain to Communist countries, but was used by Stalin to further increase his control over them.  It was a new Soviet Alliance.





COMECON – This was an organisation set up shortly after NATO to organise trading links between all Communist states behind “the Iron Curtain”.  Established in 1949.





WARSAW PACT – This was a direct response to the establishment of NATO (the Western military alliance).  It was established in 1955 and it too was a MILITARY ALLIANCE between all the Communist countries of Eastern Europe.





Why do you think it was important for the USSR and its satellite states to establish trade links?


What are the benefits of a military alliance?


What are the possible shortcomings of a military alliance?


“The establishment of COMINFORM showed that the Russians were feeling under pressure from Western influence”.  Using your own knowledge about the situation between the USA and the USSR in 1947, do you agree with this statement?





THAW?





CO-EXISTENCE.





DESTALINISATION.








