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· ALBANIA (1945) – the Communists took power after the war without opposition.

· BULGARIA (1945) – a left-wing coalition government took power in 1945; the Communists then executed all the leaders of other parties.

· POLAND (1947) – a coalition government took power in 1945, but the Communists forced the non-Communist leaders into exile.  Despite Stalin’s agreements at Yalta to allow them back into office for the elections, this never happened.

· HUNGARY (1947) – Hungary was invaded by the Russians, and in 1945 the allies agreed that the Russian troops should stay there.  Stalin allowed elections, in which the non-communists won a big majority.  However, some communists were elected, led by a pro-Russian called Rakosi.

Rakosi now started demanding that groups which opposed him should be banned.  If not, he hinted, the Russians would take over the country.  Then he gained control of the police, and started to arrest his opponents.  He set up a sinister and brutal police unit, the AVH.  By 1947 Rakosi had complete control over Hungary.

· ROMANIA – (1945-1947) – a left-wing coalition was elected in 1945; the Communists gradually took over control.

· CZECHOSLOVAKIA (1945-1948) – a left-wing coalition was elected in 1945.  In 1948, the Communists banned all other parties and killed their leaders.
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During 1946-47, Stalin made sure  that Communist governments came to power in all the countries of eastern Europe (the countries which the Soviet Union had conquered in 1945).





The Hungarian Communist Rakosi described this process  as “ slicing salami “ – gradually getting rid of all the opposition, bit-by-bit.  In this way, Russia gained control of :





THINK…





(  In all of the above countries, a left-wing government was set up in 1945 – why do you think this was?


(  There was one other crucial area over which the Soviets had control – where was this?
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