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Hitler began to build


up his armed forces.


In 1935 he introduced


conscription (calling up men to the army).  This broke the Treaty of Versailles, but France and Britain let him get away with it.








Hitler invaded the Rhineland on 7th March 1936.  This broke the Treaty.  It was a bluff – the German army had only 22,000 soldiers and had orders to retreat if they met any resistance.  But once again, Britain and France did nothing.





In 1938, Hitler took over Austria.  First, Hitler encouraged the Austrian Nazis to demand union with Germany.  Then Hitler invaded Austria (11th March 1938) – the Anschluss. This directly contradicted Peace terms, but Britain and France did not act.





In 1938, Hitler tried to take over the Sudetenland, a piece of land that contained a huge proportion of German speakers and had been given to the new state of Czechoslovakia.  First, the Sudeten Germans were encouraged to demand union with Germany.  Then Hitler made plans to invade.  Neville Chamberlain appeased Hitler.  At Munich, on 29th Sept 1938, Britain and France gave Hitler the Sudetenland.





On 15th march 1939, Hitler’s troops marched into the rest of Czechoslovakia.  This, for most British people, was the time when they realised that the only action that would prevent Hitler from gaining more European territory, was a war.  Hitler was no longer a man considered trustworthy in the eyes of British and French politicians who had been so keen to avoid further conflict.





In 1939, Hitler tried to take over Poland.  First, the Germans in Danzig demanded union with Germany.  Then, Hitler threatened war.  Chamberlain promised the Poles that Britain would support them if Germany attacked Poland.  In August 1939, Hitler made a secret treaty with Russia – the Nazi-Soviet Non Aggression Pact. He thought this would stop Brit and France helping Poland.  On 1st 


Sept 1939 Hitler invaded Poland. Two days later, Chamberlain declared war on Germany.





How much was Hitler to blame for World War II?








