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A.          So wrote President Truman in summer 1945.
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B.        This source shows the state Europe was in after World War II.  Even the victors, such as Britain, were close to economic ruin.  In Eastern Europe, Stalin had already imposed Communism.  To American eyes, an exhausted Europe looked vulnerable to a Russian policy of expansion.
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In 1947 Europe was still not free from war.  In Greece a bitter civil war was raging, between the Royalists and the Communists.  Britain tried to support the Royalists, but could not afford it.  So Britain asked America for help.  America had no obvious interest in Greece, but saw a Communist threat there.  Russia was also putting pressure on Turkey.  Communism was getting close to the Middle East, whose oil supplies were vital to the West.  The USA paid for the British soldiers in Greece.

In March 1947 President Truman spoke out:

[image: image8.wmf][image: image9.png]B The state of Europe in 1945

50%

25%

-25%
-50% +

=75%

Key: . Gain orloss in 1945 as a percentage of pre war figures
BE oran =] comany
V7 France 1IN | ™





[image: image10.wmf]
[image: image11.jpg]



· [image: image12.png]


[image: image13.jpg]


[image: image14.wmf][image: image15.wmf]The choice that Truman was referring to was between Communism and non-Communism.  Truman’s speech spelled out the reality of the post-war world.  It meant that America was ready to take a major part in world affairs.  The policy of isolationism that had characterised the USA after WWI was gone.  The USA would now send money, weapons and advisers to any country, anywhere in the world, that felt threatened by Communism.
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Two years after the defeat of Hitler much of Europe still lay waste.  Farms and factories produced less than before 1939.  Even the weather was against recovery, with a severe winter in 1946-7 followed by floods and drought.  



[image: image19.wmf]US General George Marshall visited Europe in April 1947.  He found, “ People crying for help, for coal, for food and for most of the necessities 


of life.  The patient (Europe) is sinking.”   G.
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Might Western Europe fall to Communism?  Communist parties in Italy and France were gaining strength.  In June 1947 the Americans came up with the MARSHALL PLAN.  It offered American aid wherever it was needed.  
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· Was the offer of aid open to all countries, even the Soviet Union?  America said “YES” but never seriously thought that Russia would accept.  J shows the Russian attitude to the offer of Marshall Aid.  Pravada  (the official Soviet newspaper) described it as :


K.  “ a plan for political pressure with the help of dollars……………..for interference in the affairs of other countries.”




· Stalin refused to allow any Eastern European countries to share in Marshall Aid, though some, like Czechoslovakia, had been keen to take part.  Western Europe jumped at the American offer.  16 countries had drawn up the Organisation for European Economic Co-operation (OEEC) to distribute American aid.  Over the next four years, 13 million dollars worth of food, fertilisers, vehicles and fuel flowed into Western Europe.

· Marshall Aid was the second half of Containment.  By helping the recovery of Western Europe, Marshall Aid strengthened it against the threat of Communism.

Truman said that the Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan were always two    halves of the same walnut.


· Marshall Aid became a tactical weapon of the Cold War.


· The Soviet view of the Marshall Plan was very different.


· In October 1947 Stalin set up COMINFORM.  Every Communist party in Europe joined.  It allowed Stalin control of the Communists in Europe.  They were helped to work and plan together.


Nowhere was the rising tension between East and West more obvious than Germany.
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THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE.





“ I never saw such destruction.  Ruined buildings, the never-ending process of old men, women and children……wandering aimlessly, carrying, pushing, pulling their belongings.  I was thankful that the United States had been saved the unbelievable devastation of this war.”       





C.  “I believe it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressure.”





D.  Truman got 400 million dollars from the American Congress to help Greece.  His speech became known as the Truman Doctrine.  But what did it mean?  Truman stated that, “ the peoples of a number of countries…..have recently had totalitarian regimes (Communist governments) forced on them against their will.”





E.   Truman described the Communist way of life as:


“ based on the will of a minority, forcibly imposed on the majority.  (It) relies upon terror……………….a controlled press…………..fixed elections and the suppression of personal freedoms.  (He called upon) nearly every nation…………..to choose between alternative ways of life.”





MARSHALL AID.





The idea of holding back the spread of Communism was known as CONTAINMENT.  It has been the backbone of American policy ever since.  But in 1947 the Truman Doctrine was yet to be put to the test.  Which country would be the fist to seek America’s help?
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F.   “ The seeds (of Communism) are nurtured by misery and want.  They spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty.”
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H.  “Our policy is directed not against any country or doctrine but against hunger, poverty, desperation and chaos……… Any country that is willing to assist in the task of recovery will find full co-operation from the US Government.”
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J.


Part of a banner protesting against the Marshall Plan.





Marshall Aid was also good for America, since it guaranteed export markets for American factories.





N.  “ The Marshall Plan will go down in History as one of America’s greatest contributions to the peace of the world……….. without it, it would have been difficult for Western Europe to remain free from Communism.”





O.  “ this plan, widely advertised as a ‘plan to save peace’, was aimed at uniting countries on an anti-Soviet basis……… a new alliance against Communism.”





a.  Does the evidence in B support President Truman’s views in A?


Which country in Europe suffered most from the war?


Compare the fortunes of America and Russia as a result of the war.


Write out in your own words what President Truman meant in the parts of his speech from March 1947 (C-E).


What is your understanding of the term “containment”? 


Do you trust in the sentiments of Source H? – if not, why not?


What point is poster J making?  Did all the Communist countries agree with this view?


Are N and O fair judgements of the Marshall Plan or are they biased?  How helpful would they be to an historian studying the Cold War?


What do you think the two main outcomes of Marshall Aid were?


What can you learn about the Marshall Plan from the cartoon below?





The Marshall Plan offers a lifeline to struggling Europe, according to American cartoonist Fitzpatrick.
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