Big Brother/Uncle Joe

Source A

I was in love with that man, and I love him still. The day he died, I wept like a baby. I loved him for his mind, his logic, his manliness and especially his courage. He was the one person great enough to keep the Soviet Union together and make us a great nation after Lenin died. It was for him that we worked and sacrificed and died. He was a genius of his time.

A former manager of a collective farm remembered Stalin in 1967

Source B

It would have been impossible for a common mortal to withstand the onslaught of the apparatus, which was Stalin’s, or the pressure, which was put on people’s reason, heart and soul. Day and night radio told us that Stalin was the greatest man on Earth – the greatest statesman, the father of one nation, the genius of all time. Man wants to believe in something great.

Alexander Avdeyenko, a steelworker, looking back in 1990 on life under Stalin.

Source C

Under Stalin the whole nation was urged to become an informer. It was a way of showing your loyalty. It became a means of settling old scores, or of taking your boss’s job, or the flat of a friend; even it was said, someone else’s wife or husband. A key part of Soviet society became the moral despair forced on so many by having to lie or keep silent out of fear.

From Stalin: A time for judgement 1994 by J. Lewis and P. Whitehead

Source D

Stalin’s face is seen everywhere. His name is spoken by everyone. His praises are sung in every speech. Every room I entered had a portrait of Stalin hanging on the wall. Is it love or fear? I do not know.

A foreigner describes the glorification of Stalin in the USSR

Source E Stalin, 1938
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1. What does Source A tell you about how successfully Stalin developed a cult of personality?

2. According to these sources and your own knowledge, what methods did Stalin use to create a cult of personality?

3. How did Stalin use informers to control information?

4. What impression was Stalin trying to convey in Source E?

5. How do you explain the fact that many people cried when Stalin died in 1953, despite years of oppression and terror?

