A2 Level PHILOSOPHY Syllabus

[AQA exam board, Course 6171]

There is greater emphasis on critical discussion than in the AS units.  Marks for the whole A level as follows:

	AS (Units 1-3) - 50%
	A2 Unit 4 - 15%
	A2 Unit 5 - 15%
	A2 Unit 6- 20%


MODULE 4:  




Philosophy of Mind  (or Politics, or Science)
(1 hour exam, one structured question from a choice of two)

	Mentality and

the Nature of Mind
	Mind and

Body Problem
	Knowledge of Self

and Self-Consciousness
	Knowledge of Others
	Persons

	What exactly is a mind?
	How does mind relate to the body?
	What our own minds can teach us.
	How can we tell if others are conscious?
	What is a person, and does the Self change?

	Criteria for Mental Events: immediate, privileged and infallible access; qualia, feelings, images, sensations; intentionality, belief, aims
	The Problem:  explaining the relationship;  is mind physical, or dependent upon but separate from it?
	Introspection:  privacy and certainty; immediate and infallible accessibility.
	Solipsism and Other Minds:  inaccessibility of other minds, and evidence for mental states in others.
	What is a Person?:  properties and powers necessary for selfhood.

	Theories of Mind:  substance and property dualism; materialism, behaviourism, identity theory, eliminativism, functionalism, naturalism.
	Theories:  dualist and materialism views, esp. how they explain mental causation.
	Our own case:  can our own experience explain the meaning of mental terms?  Self-ascription? Could we be private language users?
	Machines:  Do machines ever pass the tests for having mental states?
	Personal Identity over time:  criteria of bodily and psychological continuity.

	Polarities and Tensions:  subjectivity and naturalism;  overlap and compatibility.
	Consciousness as Explanation:  is consciousness a useful concept, or is it reducible or unnecessary?
	
	Solutions:  solving the other minds problem, by analogy, behaviour/ disposition accounts, and criteriological arguments.
	


MODULE 5:  




One Set Text
(1 hour exam, one compulsory question, partly based on an extract)

The main candidates:

	· Aristotle:
	· David Hume:
	· Bertrand Russell:
	· A.J.Ayer:

	Nicomachean Ethics

(335 BCE)
	An Enquiry Concerning

Human Understanding (1748)
	The Problems of

Philosophy (1912)
	Language Truth

and Logic (1936)

	The first champion of Virtue Theory.  Analysis of the good life for man, balancing moral and intellectual virtues, based on the function and purpose of a human being.  Basis of modern communitarian politics.
	The greatest empiricist.  A sceptic with grave doubts about the power of reason.  Topics covered are knowledge by association, free will, causation, induction.  Interesting on science and materialist views of mind.
	A sceptical empiricist, with sympathy for Platonism.  Covers scepticism, perception, knowledge, induction, idealism, a priori knowledge.  Tries to build a complete empiricist picture of our thinking.
	Radical empiricist, who uses a ruthless theory about meaningful language to attack many beliefs, esp. in morality and religion.  Raises lots of questions about science, language, morality, religion, and knowledge.


Also possible:

	· Mill's On Liberty
	· Nietzsche's Beyond Good and Evil


MODULE 6:  




Synoptic Study
(In four hours, under controlled conditions, an essay of 3/4000 words on a prepared topic, in Spring Term)

For 2003, pick one of these to prepare (these are summarised - the actual questions are a bit more detailed):

	A: Comparative Study
	B: Complementary Study

	a) Compare & contrast Plato and Aristotle on the Good for humans
	a) Explain & discuss Ayer on the status of science

	b) Compare & contrast Nietzsche & Aristotle on moral & social duty
	b) Explain & discuss Mill on state power and tyranny of majority

	c) Compare & contrast Russell & Hume on induction in science
	c) Explain & discuss Russell on universals

	d) Compare & contrast Descartes and Sartre on human subjectivity
	d) Explain & discuss Marx & Engels on social change

	e) Compare & contrast Plato and Marx on the role of the philosopher
	e) Explain & discuss the impact on ethics of Nietzsche's book

	f) Compare & contrast Descartes and Hume on the mind
	f) Explain & discuss Sartre on existence/essence and the mind


· You may refer to other works of an author, if relevant.

· The main aim is to link together earlier modules.

· Initiative in individual research is given credit.

· Two A4 sides of notes may be brought into the exam.

· The 'Rough Notes' pages must be handed in.

· They recommend about a term for preparation.

· The 'Rough Notes' may be produced on computer.

· Books may not be used in the exam sessions.

· Essays are kept securely at school between sessions.

· References for actual quotations must be given.

· A teacher may choose one title for the whole group.

Resits:

There is no mid-year re-sit for Philosophy, but a unit may be re-sat once.  Hence, AS modules could be re-sat in June of 62.

