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ARISTOTLE'S ETHICS - SEQUENCE OF IDEAS

What is the Good

How to achieve

Can eudaimonia be

of things

Where to start? How to decide the One Good, or
Good? many?

What is the The Good arises Plato's single

Good? from the purpose Good is wrong

Do external goods

What is virtue?

What is the

for Man? eudaimonia? partial?
Eudaimonia is Eudaimonia Only a complete
agreed to be the requires a full life can be judged
good for man range of human eudaimon
virtues
What are the So what are the What are moral
functions of the human virtues? virtues?
psuché?

Psuché gives
pure reason,
control of

Intellectual virtue
for pure reason,
moral virtue for

Dispositions to
behave, resulting
from reason,

appetite, and controlling habit and right
vegetative life appetite feeling
Do all the virtues What sort of Can any action be

have a mean?

actions are good?

virtuous?

matter for function of man?
eudaimonia?
One needs Virtue or Man's special
| money, health, excellence is function is
freedom and known because of expression of the
longevity as well function psuché
as virtue
How is right feeling How does reason Is the mean
attained? contribute? relative?
Feelings and Reason finds the Vices are fixed,

| habits must be
well educated

mean (between
vices) for each

but the mean can
be relative to

Pure vices, like
adultery, have no
mean

Good actions are
those done by
virtuous people

All aspects of
choice must be
free for an action
to be virtuous

What is the ideal?

What should we
do, then?

when young virtue individuals

What part of the Is theoretical What about
psuché gives moral knowledge intellectual virtue?

virtue? necessary?

Not techné, Theory is not Intellectual virtue

L episteme, nous or needed, but it is a is best, as it

sophia, but virtue in itself expresses our
phronesis finest part

(prudence) makes
virtue possible

Gods show us the
ideal, which is
pure
contemplation

Organise politics
(as a democracy),
to make virtues
such as
friendship
possible

Does man really have a function?

Doesn't all this breach the is/ought divide?
Isn't he on a slippery slope of relativism?
The means seems shifting and arbitrary

How to attack Aristotle

P A

Is theory really irrelevant to moral action?
Isn't this all too self-centred?

Are there no fixed rules or duties?

Surely external goods involve pure luck?

9. Isn't the definition of good actions circular?

10. Do the gods neglect moral virtue?




