
 
RGS UNDER 13’s  - Whitgift fixture...from FRORGS  

 
Unbeaten A team have first loss since joining RGS, but are courageous and awesome in the 2 nd half! 

B and C team  win convincingly with a stack of poin ts! 
 

A team lose 21 - 19  B team 0 – 37 win!   C team 22  – 52 win!  
20 Sept 2008 

 
 

RGS A team… lose 21 – 19 ��
On a beautiful sunny Autumn day RGS travelled to Whitgift in South Croydon. A match scheduled to be a home fixture, was turned into an away fixture, on the 
day that Whitgift held their open day.�
RGS had selected their unbeaten u 13 team. The whistle blew but ,RGS weren’t ready for the whirlwind that was to be unleashed against them. From the start 
they surged up field to the Whitgift 22 ,and appeared to be rucking strongly ,but Whitgift possessed some serious players in the centre. Somehow they secured 
possession ,and simply ran at the RGS defence. We were loose and missed the tackles . Converted try scored by Whitgift.�
Play resumed ,and this time the other big Whitgift centre stormed away, but never got beyond his 22, as he was tackled by RGS 8 Freddie Owen. A line out 
resulted followed by a scrum for Whitgift. RGS took one against the head, a harbinger for the rest of the game. RGS drove forward through Capt Ben Wood who 
set up the try scoring  position and Will Taal was in full support to pick up and score. Well done Will.  �
Some good open play followed ,but again too much room was given to the excellent Whitgift centre ,and he scored another converted try. More good play by 
Whitgift, with excellent offloads, resulted in a further try. Despite dominating the tight RGS were beginning to realise they had a tough game on. A good peel off 
by Freddie Owen, led to a storming run by Jack Statham right up to the Whitgift line. All the possession but no score �
At half time 21-5 down.��
Paddy Harlow came on and initiated a good drive to the Whitgift line. In their 22 ,and now putting lots of pressure on the opposition, a lovely interception try by 
Ben Wood,  converted by Owen Bennet.21-12 Tackling was now well up to the normal RGS standard and Whitgift were closed down. A try by Owen converted by 
Ben and we were 21-19 and completely in charge of the game, as far as the teams were concerned. Ten minutes left to score and complete domination by the 
pack, how could we not score 3 points? Encamped on their 22 and with total possession , somehow we were denied the penalties that surely were due. Gasps 
and frustration from the touchline�
Our pack won all the scrums, theirs and ours, and a good deal of the lineouts, and most of the rucks and mauls, but that lack of concentration in the first half cost 
us dearly. A wake up call maybe, for this very talented team, previously unbeaten. It will take a very good team to beat them again. The outstanding performance 
by the pack would lead me to make the whole unit the man of the match, if that is possible.�
A lesson for the future would be to make sure we have ten minutes mental prep before the game, to ensure the mindset is right. Work on the rucking and tackling 
in training before the next match 

        Try scorers and conversions:-  
        Will Taal try 
        Ben Wood try , Owen Bennett conversion 
        Half time score 21 – 5  
        Owen Bennett try , Ben Wood conversion 
 
RGS B team …   0 – 37  
RGS Under 13's B Team took advantage of a beautiful Saturday morning and excellent facilities at Whitgift to 
triumph 0 - 37. RGS dominated the first half possession and territory, providing Tom Commins and Joe 
Watson try scoring opportunities from close range. Significant ground was always achieved when RGS 
quickly moved the ball wide and on three occasions resulted in tries (Harry Spedie x2, and Mikey 
Hemmings). James Crossley ran from his own half to add a further try when he supported a good move that 
started from deep in the RGS half. Callum Cooper recorded 3 conversions. 
 
RGS C team… 22 – 52 win!  
Another 50 plus points racked up by the Cs, but this week Whitgift provided a sterner test than their near neighbours John Fisher.�In fact early in the second half 
the score was 17�– 19 and the forceful running of the Whitgift centre (where was he in the first half?) had produced 2 tries that RGS tackling could simply not 
stop. However Whitgift had not bargained for a last 20 minute 4 try blitz by Greg Speakman, whose all round strong play in the loose was rewarded as opponents 
tired. RGS were stronger upfront throughout the match and it would have been a travesty if the pack’s superb scrumaging and mauling had not secured a victory.�
Whitgift seemed happy to kick away possession and Jonty Cook was ever willing to counterattack in order to keep play in the opposition half. When called for the 
RGS defence was secure, although the spectators near me predict the tackle bags will be out for backs this week in training.�
This week’s captain Connolly gave reliable service from scrum half to set the three quarters running and was successful in 6 out of 8 conversions. All the players 
contributed with individual touches at various times and a huge amount of effort in unusually tropical weather. Unless the B team come to snap up some of this 
talented squad�– things look very promising for the Cs this season.�
Your reporter confesses he was an outside half�– so any parent wishing to take over the reporting duty who understands the finer points of forward play is very 
welcome!                                     Tries�– Johnson, Jewell, Omatsone  (2)Speakman (4)�Conversions�– Connolly (6)  

 
               Reports by Rod Owen, Nigel Crossley, Andrew Connolly,  and Kate Wood.  Thank you to Mike Speakman and Louise Wallace for the photos. 

Ben Wood, Captain said  “We won 
the second half and the boys were 
awesome. Our first RGS loss hurt 
us and we need to  play at our best 
from the start of the game. If we 
had done this against Whitgift we 
would have blown them away.”” 

 


