ST PETER’S C E JUNIOR SCHOOL

CITIZENSHIP POLICY

School Vision Statement

St Peter’s C E Junior School seeks to provide distinctive, caring, Christian guidance within a safe but stimulating environment.

The staff and Governors are committed to developing each child’s full potential spiritually, academically and socially to enable all pupils to make a positive contribution to the life of the school and the wider community.

Philosophy

Pupils have opportunities to participate in decisions about their schooling, pupils are represented on the school council and ECO committee.  At St Peter’s we care about our school environment and the condition of pupils’ surroundings.  We have a noisy and quiet yard to make the best use of our playgrounds, there are other spaces offering shade from the sun and a garden area where pupils in summer can eat their lunch.  We value our involvement with members of the community including health professionals and local employers who help pupils extend their horizons.  “Citizenship gives the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an effective role in society at local, national and international levels.”  (DfEE/QCA 1999)  Citizenship aims to encourage thoughtful and responsible participation in political, economic, cultural and social life.

What are our aims in teaching citizenship at St Peter’s C E Junior School?

Through the teaching of citizenship we aim to give children the opportunity to:

· become informed citizens

· develop skills of enquiry and communication

· develop skills of participation and responsible action

Teachers ensure that knowledge and understanding about becoming informed citizens are acquired and applied when developing skills of enquiry and communication and participation and responsible action.

How do we teach citizenship at Leigh St Peter’s C E Junior School?

At St Peter’s citizenship consists of Health Education, Environmental Education and Education Business partnership.  Citizenship is taught as a cross curricular subject.

Teaching

Pupils will be taught knowledge, skills and understanding through opportunities to

a) take responsibility

b) feel positive about themselves

c) participate

d) make real choices and decisions

e) meet and work with people

f) develop relationships

g) consider social and moral dilemmas

h) ask for help/find information/provide advice

i) prepare for change

Planned opportunities for promoting pupils’ personal and social development exist across the curriculum, time is designated to citizenship throughout the year.  Citizenship offers a range of key curricular opportunities and experiences which St Peters consider as an entitlement for pupils during their school career.  These include:

· school publications

· school events

· school council

· assemblies

· literacy and numeracy hours

· core and foundation subjects

· cross curricular projects

· whole school events eg health week

· residential experiences

· community projects eg Christmas Choir

· circle time

· sport and team activities

· theatres

· artist in residence

· visits and trips

Children must be provided with opportunities to reflect on what they have done, how they feel, what they have learnt and what they will do next.   When pupils are asked to reflect on something they have learnt or done, whether it be subsequent to a practical activity, an outing or a lesson, they develop a crucial life skill and therefore grow in self-knowledge.  Planning starts with the needs of pupils in each year group.

There are specific citizenship opportunities in existing curriculum subjects eg sex education in Science.

Promoting pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development through citizenship

Citizenship provides opportunities for:

· spiritual development, through fostering pupils’ awareness and understanding of meaning and purpose in life and of differing values in human society

· moral development, through helping pupils develop a critical appreciation of issues of right and wrong, justice, fairness, rights and obligations in society

· social development, through helping pupils acquire the understanding and skills needed to become responsible and effective members of society

· cultural development, through helping pupils understand the nature and role of the different groups to which they belong, and promoting respect for diversity and difference.

Promoting key skills

Citizenship provides opportunities for pupils to develop the key skills of:

· communication, through researching, discussing and sharing information and ideas about a wide variety of social, political and community issues

· IT, through using and applying ICT to analyse issues, events and problems

· working with others, through sharing ideas and taking part in responsible action in the community

· improving own learning and performance, through reflecting on their own and others’ ideas and achievements, and setting targets for future involvement and improvement

· problem solving, through becoming involved in community issues.

Promoting other aspects of the curriculum

Citizenship provides opportunities to promote:

· thinking skills, through helping pupils to engage in social issues that require the use of reasoning, understanding and action through enquiry and evaluation

· financial capability, through developing pupils’ understanding of the nature and role of money in society and developing skills in its use

· education for sustainable development, through developing pupils’ skills in, and commitment to, effective participation in the democratic and other decision-making processes that affect the quality, structure and health of environments and society and exploring values that determine people’s actions within society, the economy and the environment.

Although differences of emphasis exist across the age range the core set of ideas covered are:

· the nature of human rights and responsibilities

· diversity of national, religious and ethnic identities

· the workings of parliament, central and local government

· the role of voluntary, community and pressure groups

· the role and significance of the media in society

· the interdependence of the local-global community.

.....And a core set of skills:

· justifying a personal opinion about issues

· contributing to discussion and debate

· analysing information and its sources

· empathising with other people’s experiences

· resolving differences by exploring alternatives

· participating responsibly in school / the local community.

Many of these ideas and skills are also key to education for sustainable development (ESD).

Within this context, it is easy to see the relevance of issues such as fair trade, sustainable resources use, the implications of uncontrolled development and consumerism - and the links between poverty and environmental protection.  If our pupils are to be responsible citizens then they must appreciate how to use and respect the earth’s resources and manage their lives and livelihoods within the confines of the earth’s natural limits.

SEN

see SEN policy.

Equal Opportunities

All children will have the same access to citizenship regardless of their gender, race or cultural background.  Throughout the whole school all pupils will be given opportunities to develop all the citizenship skills.

Health and Safety

Citizenship lessons follow closely the guidelines set out in the school Health and Safety policy.

Role of the citizenship co-ordinator

The co-ordinator is responsible alongside the Headteacher and the Governors for the development and monitoring of the citizenship curriculum.  The co-ordinator will plan work with teachers and review and contribute to teachers planning.  The co-ordinator is responsible for updating the school’s policy, scheme of work and subject development plan for the SIP.  The co-ordinator has the responsibility for the purchase of new resources in collaboration with the Headteacher.

The Governors of St Peter’s Junior School formally accept the attached policy for Citizenship.
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