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LANGUAGE POLICY








Vision Statement





This policy was written with the school’s vision statement in mind which states that:





St Peter’s C.E. Junior School seeks to provide distinctive, caring, Christian guidance within a safe but stimulating environment.





The staff and Governors are committed to developing each child’s potential spiritually, academically, socially and to enable all pupils to make a positive contribution to the life of the school and the wider community.








The purpose of  this document.





This policy should be read in conjunction with the National Literacy Strategy Framework which constitutes the Scheme of work for our school.  The above Framework sets out, in detail, the objectives that each year group will be covering.  This document is intended for all teaching and non-teaching staff, Governors, parents and any other interested parties.








Philosophy





Our school’s philosophy of language is that the teaching of English has a crucial role to play in equipping learners with the language skills they need to become effective members of their own communities, the world of work and of society in general.





Literacy has always been one of the highest priorities at St Peter’s C.E. Junior School. Even before the introduction of the National Literacy Strategy, in September 1998 which brought in The Literacy Hour into the curriculum, at least one hour of English per day was being taught.  The structure of the teaching in this hour was, however, changed to fit the requirements of the National Literacy Framework.








�
Aims





The aims for the teaching of English are to:-





*  	Enable pupils to develop to the full, their ability  to use and understand English. (As English is both spoken and written, this aim relates to all the modes of language - speaking and listening, reading and writing.)





*	Enable children to acquire the skills necessary to use spoken language for 	communication and personal expression.





*	Help children to listen attentively so that they may enjoy and appreciate different elements of the spoken word, environmental sounds and music.





* 	To encourage children to enjoy reading both aloud and silently and to be given the opportunity to acquire the ability to ask and answer questions with confidence.





*	Enable each child to read with fluency and understanding both for information and pleasure and to be able to use the written materials available to widen interests and stir the imagination.





*	Enable each child to experience and use a variety of styles of language in order to be able to write sensitively and with expression for the communication of thoughts, opinions and experiences of others.








Guidelines for the Teaching of English





The National Literacy Strategy Framework provides us with the basis for our Scheme of work and all activities planned for the Literacy Hour are based on the Framework.  In addition to this, our school provides periods of specific additional time to develop language skills as well as opportunities to consolidate and revise skills in cross-curricular activities.





The nature of the National Literacy Strategy is such that it provides for times when the children will learn by whole class, group and individual activities.  They will also learn through a range of activities including watching the teacher modelling activities, techniques and strategies: making suggestions and listening to those of others: identifying and investigating rules and patterns: practising and performing aspects of language.





One of the additional times for the teaching of language includes an extra hour when necessary for years 3 and 4 and one hour per week for children in years 5 and 6 for extended writing.





Paired reading sessions between pupils of years 3 and 5, and those between pupils of years 4 and 6 take place twice a week where the focus is upon sharing and enjoying books as well as listening to, and hearing each other read.





�
Differentiation





The differentiation provided in the teaching of English is in accordance with the school’s S.E.N. policy.  Pupils identified as having special educational needs are included on the Special Needs register and, in accordance with the Code Of Practice, Individual Education Plans are employed.





Pupils will be given opportunities to work individually, in groups and as a whole class in the teaching of English.  Every child will be encouraged to contribute at his/her own level in the shared reading and writing sessions without  needing to write things down which can cause a barrier often preventing pupils with special educational needs from participating fully.





The independent work sessions are planned at the child’s level and would take into account children who have special educational needs at both ends of the ability spectrum.  Support from non-teaching assistants is provided daily during the Literacy Hour for pupils with special educational needs.








Equal Opportunities





Every  learner in our school is entitled to an experience of English which supports his/her development in areas of educational experience.  All our pupils, regardless of their age, ability, gender, race or cultural background will have the same access to a broad range of appropriate English activities at every stage of their education.  They are entitled to experience success rather than failure from their English activities.








Health and Safety





English lessons follow closely the guidelines set out in the School Health and Safety policy.








Planning





The National Literacy Strategy provides a structured framework of content for the teaching of English. This ensures that there is progression and continuity in all aspects of English teaching.  There should be a balance and full coverage of all the National Literacy  Strategy’s objectives and this is provided in the agreed use in our school of medium term plans which determine when aspects of the Strategy’s content is to be covered.





The teaching staff of St Peter’s Junior School  have agreed to adopt the medium term plans devised by Wigan’s Literacy Consultants with the recognition that teacher’s professional judgements may alter slight aspects of these plans.





The planning of the teaching processes (how aspects are to be taught) is covered in the weekly plans for each year group.  The teachers for each year group have a weekly planning meeting where they plan for the teaching of the Literacy Hour.  They use the National Literacy Framework and the medium term plans to determine what is to be taught and when and then plan the individual tasks to match the identified objectives. Consideration is given to the fact that the children are set in ability groups for their work in the Literacy Hour.  However, the work is planned to provide all children with the same experiences of a range of texts and modelled teaching strategies.  This weekly planning is the responsibility of the class teacher together with the help from the English Co-ordinator. The English Co-ordinator also monitors these weekly plans giving advice and support in the feedback to every class teacher.


�
Assessment and Record Keeping





Assessment in English is part of the teaching and learning process and as such is part of everyday classroom practice.  Assessment is a continuous process rather than a separate activity requiring the use of extra tasks or tests.  On-going assessment is used to inform short-term plans and thus highlight pupil’s strengths and weaknesses.





The issue of continuity and progression is addressed by the implementation of the National Literacy Strategy and the role of the Co-ordinator in monitoring the planning and provision of all the Strategy’s objectives.





When considering assessment  in English we ensure that :-





	The assessment technique matches the learning objectives and the activities 	designed to meet them.





	Assessment must be planned into the English Curriculum at the medium and 	short term stages.





	We are selective about who and what to assess.





	Our planning provides clear learning objectives, outcomes from lessons and 	assessment criteria for knowing whether a pupil has been successful in 		achieving the learning objectives.





Our school has agreed to provide annual assessments for our pupils in order to track their progress using recognised, standardised tests. 





One test will be the use of reading and spelling tests at both the beginning and end of each academic year. 





Optional SAT tests for years 3, 4 and 5 are available to assist teachers in their teacher assessments to be made in March.  The results of these tests will be moderated by the Co-ordinator for English in consultation will all teachers.  Year 6 teacher assessments have to be made by June and the school has a bank of previous SAT materials for use to help with this process.





The statutory year 6 SATS take place in May and the remaining year groups will also take a standardised N.F.E.R. test in English at this time.  The results from these tests will be recorded on individual pupil’s records that follow the child through the school.








Role of the Co-ordinator





The Co-ordinator is responsible alongside the Headteacher and Governors for the development and monitoring of the English curriculum.  They plan work with the teachers and review and contribute to teacher’s planning.





They are responsible for updating the school’s policy, scheme of work and subject development plan for the S.I.P.  They have the responsibility for the purchase of new resources in collaboration with the Headteacher.





�





















The Governors of St Peter’s Junior School formally accept the attached policy for English.











Date of policy:   	





Review Date:   	











Chair of Policy Committee  ...........................................................................








Date:  ..................................
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