RESULTS OF PARENTAL CONSULTATION ON SEX AND RELATIONSHIP EDUCATION

A total of 86 parents/carers were consulted; 68 female and 18 male.  

The parents/carers were representative of 89 pupils in the school; 32 girls and 54 boys, from the following year groups:-
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22 of the parents/carers were aware of the school’s SRE policy and 13 of them had heard about it.  9 of the parents/carers had seen and read the policy.

64 parents were not aware of the school’s SRE policy.

79 of the parents/carers would like to be consulted about SRE within the school.  7 parents/carers did not wish to be consulted.

83 of the parents/carers wanted to know more about the work that their children would cover in the SRE lessons. 3 parents/carers did not wish to be consulted.

66 of the parents/carers felt very confident or comfortable talking to their children about SRE issues.  4 didn’t find it easy to talk to their children about SRE issues and 15 felt that it would depend on the topic. 1 felt uncomfortable 

45 parents/carers were happy with all the content based topics/issues which could be delivered through the school’s SRE programme

 Additional comments were made about some of the topics and issues by a number of parents

· 1 parent carer was not sure about ‘Feelings’ and 1 parent didn’t feel it should be taught 

· 7 parents were not sure about ‘Relationships’ and 2 did not want it taught.

· 1 parent was not sure about ‘Making Friends’ 

· 1 parent was not sure about  ‘ Decision Making

· 4 were not sure about  ‘Family Relationships’ and 1 parent did not want it taught

· 1 parent was not sure about ‘Being Safe’

· 2 parents were not sure about ‘Peer Pressure’ and 1 parent did not want it taught

· 6 parents were not sure about ‘ Media Messages’ and 2 said it should not be taught

· 6 parents were not sure about ‘Puberty for Boys

· 7 parents were not sure about Puberty for Girls

· 15 parents were not sure about ‘Reproduction’ and 1 parent did not want it taught

· 11 parents were not sure about ‘Contraception’ and 14 parents did not want it taught

· 12 parents were not sure about ‘Male/femaleness’ and 7 did not want it taught

· 15 parents were not sure about ‘HIV’ and 10 did not want it taught.

82 parents/carers thought that the list was comprehensive with no other topics/issues needing to be covered.  4 parents/carers mentioned the following topics/issues which, they felt could be covered:

· Dating, as it is a mixed school. Respecting oneself

· I would need to see what the course is

· Responding to children’s questions and being approachable

· Making sure that religion is brought into is all and the emphasis is on being a Christian

55 parents/carers said they would like to attend parents’ sessions about SRE.

3 parents commented that they would like these sessions to be outside of school hours

19 parents/carers provided the following additional comments:

· ‘ Relationships’ is a very important topic 

· I don’t think that all these topics should be taught to younger years. Maybe the sex related ones to years 5/6.

· I strongly believe that girls and boys should be separated during SRE lessons as I feel they would take it more seriously. I believe in traditional ways but unfortunately in today’s society children are having to learn sooner rather than later. A good knowledge of morals and respecting oneself and others should be sufficient, but unfortunately it is not. As a parent I would have discussed some issues ( dating, puberty, growing up) as it is a sensitive matter. I believe that they should be taught that it is private and not socially acceptable to discuss SRE as if it is just another topic.

· Contraception is not appropriate for this age. It is for the high school

· Reproduction shouldn’t go too far or be too graphic. Need to be careful about what is taught particularly around different sorts of relationships so they don’t get too blaze

· I think it’s right that it should be taught in school as it gives children the chance to talk about it especially if they don’t want to talk to their parents

· Some topics would be unsuitable, in my opinion,  for my child is only 8 years old . It should be discussed before they go to high school

· A little young for some of the topics eg contraception and HIV. I don’t want them to worry about it at their age

· Some topics should be towards the end of leaving school depending on maturity

· Wouldn’t tell about contraception or reproduction in year 4 at the age of 8 but maybe would at year  6
· Issues of puberty and reproduction at 10-11 when they are emotionally more mature. HIV as a disease - need to be made aware that it can be caught from needles not in terms of from sexual partners
·  I need to understand what they are being taught at school so that I can keep up to date
· Teaching about contraception is a good idea as children are aware of what’s going on, but don’t always know how to prevent it. They know what sex is but they don’t always appreciate the consequences
· I think it’s important that children should know about contraception from the age of 9
· That parents are kept closely informed
· The more they know the more they can make informed decisions. Need to have age appropriate subjects
· Contraception and HIV in year 6
· Reproduction and contraception and HIV at year 6 or above. Male/femaleness at year 6

· Not all children come from 2 parent and one sibling families

· They are young – needs to be done in an acceptable way

· I think they should be taught things at an earlier age. Children mature earlier these days







