LEIGH ST PETER’S C E JUNIOR SCHOOL

FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION

Vision Statement

St Peter’s C E Junior School seeks to provide distinctive, caring, Christian guidance within a safe but stimulating environment.

The staff and Governors are committed to developing each child’s potential spiritually, academically, socially and to enable all pupils to make a positive contribution to the life of the school and the wider community.

Philosophy

The family life education programme reflects the school ethos and demonstrates and encourages the following values:

· respect for self

· responsibility for their own actions

· respect for their family, friends, school and wider community

Family life education is built on the evidence of what works it actively involves pupils in planning, delivery and evaluation.  It supports pupils to manage their lives now and prepares them for an adult life in which they are able to manage their relationships confidently.

Aims of the Family Life Education policy

· to ensure that relevant, accurate programmes are provided for all children

· to encourage partnership between school, parents and health professionals

· to provide a clear framework for all involved.

Through the teaching of family life education we aim to:

· promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils 

· enable pupils to develop dignity and positive self image

· provide pupils with the opportunity to acquire knowledge and understanding, explore attitudes and develop skills which will enable them to cope in a range of situations

· help pupils to manage their relationships in order to lead fulfilling and enjoyable lives

· develop meaningful discussions about feelings and relationships and avoid an overly reproductive focus

How we teach Family Life Education at St Peter’s C E Junior School.

· to take childrens perceptions as a starting point

· to provide accurate, relevant information

· to give pupils the opportunity to develop necessary skills in a secure environment

· family life education is taught by all members of staff and the school nurse

· the approach is active and participatory

· resources are used which have been recommended by the LEA

· family life education is provided in the broader context of citizenship education as part of a pupils life skills and preparation for adulthood.  It takes account of age, ability, gender, level of maturity and knowledge of vulnerable pupils.  The learning outcomes are also based on these factors sex education provides factual and accurate information backed up with consistent advice.

Detailed information on contents of Family Life Education covered is contained in the Health education scheme of work.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting

Assessment is ongoing and evidence for recording and reporting is gained from teacher observation and childrens finished work.

Equal Opportunities

There will be access for all children to all information in relation to family life education regardless of race or culture.

As a general principle, sessions will take place in mixed gender groups.  However, some single gender group sessions may take place if appropriate.

Family life education focuses on boys as well as girls.  At St Peter’s we identify the different needs and learning styles of boys and girls.

Differentiation

Please refer to the Special Educational Needs Policy.

Health and Safety

Family life education lessons follow the guidelines set out in the school Health and Safety policy.

Role of Family Life Education Co-ordinator

The co-ordinator is responsible alongside the Headteacher and the Governors for the development and monitoring of family life education.  They plan work with teachers and review and contribute to teachers planning.  They are responsible for updating the schools policy, scheme of work and subject development plan for the School Improvement Plan.  They have the responsibility for the purchase of new resources in collaboration with the Headteacher.

Child Sexual Abuse Procedure

Please refer to Child Protection policy

Child Withdrawal Procedures

St Peter’s is committed to working with parents.  Under the Education Act 1994 (Sex Education is Schools Document 5/94) pupils can be withdrawn by their parents from part of sex education that is outside the compulsory elements of sex education contained in the Science National Curriculum.

Parents wanting to exercise this right are invited to see the Headteacher or to put their wishes in writing.

Once a child has been withdrawn he/she cannot take part in sex education until the request for withdrawal has been removed.

A child who has been withdrawn will be given alternative activities in another class under the supervision of another member of staff.

Answering Difficult Questions

Sometimes an individual child will ask an explicit or difficult question in the classroom.  Questions do not have to be answered directly and can be addressed later.  Individual teachers must use their discretion in these situations and refer to the co-ordinator or the Headteacher if they are concerned.

Appendix

Further information about sex and relationship education is available on the Healthy Schools Programme website Wired for Health (www.wiredforhealth.gov.uk)

The Governors of St Peter’s Junior School formally accept the attached joint policy for Family Life.
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