ST PETER’S C E JUNIOR SCHOOL

A Policy for Environmental Education

School Vision Statement

St Peter’s C E Junior School seeks to provide distinctive, caring, Christian guidance within a safe but stimulating environment.

The staff and Governors are committed to developing each child’s full potential spiritually, academically and socially to enable all pupils to make a positive contribution to the life of the school and wider community.

Philosophy

Environmental Education has always been important at St Peter’s and there is a commitment from staff to teach about the environment in the curriculum.  We have built environmental ideas into the lives of everyone at St Peter’s School.  We are working towards becoming an Eco-School, which is an important step in uniting pupils, parents, staff and the wider community.

The children make a positive difference to the environment in and around school, this experience is transferred to home, family and the wider world.

Environmental education is part of pupil’s moral, social, spiritual and cultural development.

Aim

Through the teaching of environmental education we aim to: -

· move from environmental awareness in the curriculum to environmental action in school and the community.

How we Teach Environmental Education at St Peter’s Junior School

We teach environmental issues throughout the whole curriculum.  It permeates the whole ethos of the school.

Environmental Education is not an individual subject in its own right, but it provides a teaching and learning context and informs the study of separate National Curriculum subjects.  It ensures the necessary breadth and balance of the whole curriculum.  Environmental education is not an additional part of the curriculum requiring extra teaching time and preparation.  It is an integral part of the children’s education at St Peter’s.  It can be issue based or topic based.  It uses the focus provided by visits, secondary sources of information, enquiry, decision making and problem solving techniques.  Its common aims permeate through and across the whole curriculum.  We look at all aspects of the schools impact on the environment including recycling materials, litter, waste management, fuel use, water, purchasing policy, the outdoor environment and the indoor school environment.

See appendix for more information on how environmental education can be taught and EBP plan of educational visits.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting

Assessment is ongoing and evidence for recording and reporting is gained from teacher observation and childrens’ finished work.

Equal Opportunities

All children have the same access to develop skills in every aspect of environmental education regardless of gender, race or culture.

Differentiation

Please refer to the Special Educational Needs policy.

Health and Safety

Teachers ensure they provide safe educational visits for pupils.  Children are appropriately supervised on trips.  Environmental education lessons follow guidelines set out in the Health and Safety policy.

Role of Environmental Education Co-ordinator

The co-ordinator is responsible alongside the Headteacher and Governors for the development and monitoring of the environmental education curriculum.  They plan work with teachers and review and contribute to teacher’s planning.  They are responsible for updating the school’s policy, scheme of work and subject development plan for the SIP.  They have the responsibility for the purchase of new resources in collaboration with the Headteacher.

The Governors of St Peter’s Junior School formally accept the attached policy for Environmental Education.
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